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Ant. I—An Essay on Eclampsia Parturientium, with Cases and Remarks. By 
Jonny Dawson, M.D., of Jamestown, Ohio. 

Puerperal convulsions, not from the frequency of their oc- 
currence, Lat from the danger connected with them. must 
always be regarded by the practitioner of medicine with a 
‘onsiderable degree of terest. Whether they are more fre- 
quent in private than in hospital practice, in villages and 
country situations than in cities, or had more mortality con- 
nected with them formerly than at present, are questions, the 
solution of which may be somewhat aided by having cases of 
interest occasionally reported. 

Within the last eight years, we have witnessed some few 
cases,an account of which, from the characters of the complamt 
and the effects of remedies, may be of some service to the 
profession. We will here insert the cases, and then offer such 
views upon them as seem to be warranted : 

Case 1.—Mrs. G., et. 42 years, was taken on the 10th of 
December, 1843, at the seventh month of utero-gestation, with 
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was administered at proper intervals, in two scruple doses, 
until two drachms were taken. No effects followed, not even 
the slightest uneasiness in the uterine region. 

On the 12th, an examination per vaginam was again made. 
The os tincz was now found sufficiently dilated to accomplish 
the delivery, which was done, of a dead fertus, 

On the 13th, the patient had two motions of the bowels. 
from the effects of the cream of tartar and jalap previously 


administered, and from this period had a rapid convalescence. 


Case 2.—Mrs. H.5., a lady about 20 years old and appa- 
rently of good constitution, was taken, during the seventh 
month of utero-gestation, with pain in the stomach, after eat- 
ing some green, sour apples. She had, however, previously 
experienced some slight pain in the head. 

She was first visited at 2 o’clock, A. M., on the 12th of 
September, 1844, and was found complaining of pain in the 
stomach alternating with pain in the head, with occasionally 
an effort to vomit; pulse somewhat accelerated and small; 
face once in a while flushed and then pale; skin slightly ex- 
alted in temperature; tongue clean; respiration natural. Bled 
%xvi, and gave an antispasmodic of sulphuric ether and laud- 
anum. ‘This prescription having done but little or no good, 
an emetic of ipecacuanha was administered, which produced 
free emesis and relieved the pain in the stomach. 

At 7 o'clock, same date, she was still complaming of severe 
headache, with inability to keep her eyes fixed on any one 
object; skin hot; face flushed; eyes suflused; pupils rather 
contracted. Prescribed the cold douche to the head, and a 
cathartic. 

In about ten minutes after taking the cathartic, a convulsion 
made its appearance, and continued about two or three mm- 
utes; a second followed in about twenty minutes; a third soon 
made its appearance; and before they were arrested, she had 
thirty-five paroxysms of the same character, with intervals ot 
some fifteen or twenty minutes between them, After the 


eighth, an examination per vaginam was made. The os nce 
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was found to be slightly dilated, sufficient to ascertain that 
there was no pulsation in the umbilical cord. A dilatation 
was then attempted and perfected sufficiently to use the 
crotchet, by which the feetus was extracted. 

The convulsions continued after the delivery of the fetus, 
until, as above remarked, she had in all some thirty-five. The 
countenance during these fits became very pale and haggard; 
the extremities cold; the pulse small and irregular; the respi- 
ration very laborious, and the ability to swallow almost en- 
tirely suspended. 

In this stage of the case, a dose of sulphuric ether and laud- 
anum was with some difficulty introduced into the stomach, 
and an application of oil of turpentine, tincture of capsicum 
and mustard made to the extremities, for the purpose of pro- 
ducing prompt vesication. The effect of this application was 
very salutary. ‘The extremities soon grew warm, the circula- 
tion became equalized, and the convulsions gradually dimin- 
ished in frequency and severity until they entirely subsided. 
Her convalescence was slow, and denoted that the brain had 


been“dangerously assailed. 


Case 3.—Mrs. J., xt. about 20 years, cf good constitution, 
began to complain, during the sixth month of utero-gestation, 
with pain in the head alternating with pain in the stomach. 
This case occurred about the first of April last. 

Dr. Winans was immediately called in, and bled her, after 
which he administered an active cathartic. In about an hour 
after Dr. Winans’s visit, 1 saw the patient in consultation with 
him. At this time she was laboring under a convulsion which 
had followed a paroxysm of vomiting. After the convulsion 
subsided, she was again bled; but owing to the smaliness of 
the vein and the weakness of the pulse, we did not succeed in 
getting a sufficient quantity of blood. It was, however, but a 
few minutes after the second, until a third convulsion followed; 
and they continued to recur, with intervals of twenty or thirty 
minutes, until she had some eight or ten. 

An examination per vaginam was made, but the os tince 
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was found completely closed up and rigid. Another attempt 
was made to draw blood, which was successful. During the 
course of the day, the uterus was examined with the stetho- 


scope and per vaginam, to ascertain the condition of its con- 


} 
ents; but neither the pulsations of the feetal heart, the bellows 


sound of the placenta, nor any other test that could be relied 


pon, gave us any evidence that the child was alive. Besides 
absence of the usual signs of life, the feetus in utero could 


the 
be moved from side to side of the abdomen without imparting 
to the hand the least evidence that it was still living. 

The convulsions being still urgent, and the evidence being 
pretty conclusive that they could not be arrested until the 
contents of the uterus were mM some way or other removed, a 
lilatation of the uterus was attempted, and, by the advice ot 
Dr. Joshua Martin, the perforator was used in order to expe- 


lite as much as possible the delivery. We did not, however, 
succeed; for after opening the head of the foetus, it was found 
impossible to extract it. Some uterme pain having been de- 
eloped during our operations, it was thought prudent to cease 
all mechanical appliances, and trust for a time to the pains of 


nature for its expulsion. We were not disappointed: the ute- 
.and expelled the factus in the course 
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remarks on the case in this connection 


Case 4.—Mrs. Q., a lady of feeble constitution, et. 38 years, 

‘ , } { 4 | lea ae afti:nta witl : _ : 
nd the mother of eight children, was affliicted with mtermit- 
nt fevel bout three weeks previous to giving birth to a 
healthy chil The accouchement was as favorable as usual, 


ind took place on the 20th of September, 1845. A few days 
after her confinement, she commenced complaining of a peri- 
the right eye, which grew worse every suc- 

On the 9th of October, her husband pro- 
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cured a box of patent purgative pills, tree of which operated 
to excess, producing hypercatharsis. While the pills were 
operating, she complained of dizziness, and said she feared she 
should go crazy. Shortly after this, her mind became con 
fused; she lost the ability to recognise her friends, and, to sot 


a! aliti. 


extent, the power to speak. 


At 5 o’clock of the above date, (October J.) Dr. Winans 
saw her for the first time. She was then breathing slow and 


hard; eyes turned to the right side, at times fixed, then quiv- 


ering in their sockets; pulse slow and soft; skin moist; right 


arm | leg partially paralyzed; deglutition difficult; and the 


power to K entirely gone. On raismg her head off the 
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seized with a violent convulsion, which continued until alte 
the placenta was rem ved Atter the convulsion went off, 
she lay in a profound coma, which continued for about an 


hour. She then partially returned to her senses, and answered 
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some questions indistinctly, her tongue being somewhat para- 
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yzed. In less than three hours after delivery, a second con- 


vulsion followed, which again left her in a state of coma. 


From this condition she never recovered; a third soon fol- 


owed, in which she expired. 


1 4 
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Case 6.—Miss Q.. an umarried female, was taken im labor 
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n 1839. A midwite was called in to manage the accouche- 


ment. During the progress of the labor, she was seized with 
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ind idiocy, which have resisted everything addressed for theu 
emoval. Since the advent of these lesions, she has conceived 


three times. In two of the instances, the children were pre- 
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mature: the other one went to full time, and was delivered in 
a healthy condition. 

During the accouchement, it was noticed that only one-half 
of the uterus contracted, the other half being paralyzed in the 


same way as the ¢ <tremities of that side. 


REMARK 


The grave character of the malady, of which the cases de 


tailed are perhaps a fair sample as it occurs in country practice, 


rakes everything connected mm any way with its origi, pa- 
thology _ or treatment. a matter of serious interest to the phy- 
ician: for as we have seen, it at times makes its advent and 
ccom] ves its fatal work without giving much time to re- 
flect upon its causes. or the treatment proper to be instituted 

Concerning the habit of those most predisposed bunt 'ittle is 
ertainly known. Among the cases detailed are au ine prin- 


ipal varieties of habit—the weak and effeminate, the vigorous 


and robust Authors, however, in regard to this matter, think 
that irritable and plethoric women are most liable to the epi- 

ptic and apoplectic varieties, while those laboring under a 
ithesis are oftener the subjects of the species gene- 


, 
rally denominated the hysterical. Stull, : etore remarked. 
} 4 4 — } . } 
wr knowledge in relation to this part of our subject 1s limited, 
I | 
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t all remarkable for any peculiarity in this respe ire the 
subje ts of an atta k, 

All experience seems to warrant the conclusion that women 
are most liable to convulsions during their first labor. Of the 
seven cases detailed in this paper, three took the complaint the 
first time they were confined in childbed, two at the second 
time. one at the third, and the other at the ninth. Dr. Clark 
reports nineteen cases, sixteen of which happened to women 


at their first pregnancy; Merriman forty-eight, thirty-six of 
which were at first pregnancy; Collins thirty, twenty-nine of 
which were at first pregnancy; Lee fifty-four, twenty-six of 


which were at first pregnancy, three at the second, two at 
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the third, two at the fourth, one at the ninth, one at the tenth, 
and of the remaining nineteen cases there is no accognt. 

Reasonably , from these facts, it may be inferred that some 
of the things pertaining to the etiology of this malady may be 
most successfully sought for by an investigation of the circum- 
stances connected with this period. What is there, then, ina 
first more than any other pregnancy, which predisposes fe- 
males to an attack of the malady? ‘To this question, in the 
present state of our knowledge, it is hard to give anything 
like a satisfactory answer. As a general principle it may be 
submitted, that the changes made on the constitution of females 
by conception and pregnancy are by no means prejudicial to 
health. Married, always enjoy better health, ceteris paribus, 
than unmarried females. While, nevertheless, the validity of 
this position cannot be assailed, it is equally true that many 
females, in undergoing the changes incident to pregnancy, 
become affected in ways that predispose them not only to 
convulsions, but also to other complaints of both mind and 
body. How often is it the case that we see a woman of hap- 
py disposition, dignified address, and well balanced mind, ren- 
dered peevish, fretful, irritable, and, in some instances, imbe- 
cile, from the alterations made on her system by pregnancy! 

Comparatively speaking, it is also a fact that very few wo- 
men approach the period of parturition the first time without 
some considerable degree of apprehension. In part, this pro- 
ceeds from the dread of what in reality they have to suffer; 
and in very many cases this dread is increased by reports of 
accidents and fatal cases unguardedly made in their presence. 
From data of this character they augur for themselves the 
worst of consequences in their approaching confinement; and 
it too often happens that unless great care is exercised in ex- 
pelling these illusions, and inspirmg a reasonable degree of 
hope and confidence in the ability of the attending aceoucheur, 
their apprehensions are realized. 

In the organism, also, changes are frequently developed 
during a first pregnancy that exercise an unfavorable inflence. 
We allude to those which take place primarily in the organs 
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ivzed. In less than three hours after delivery. a second con- 
§ vulsion followed, which again left her in a state of coma. 
From this condition she never recovered: a third soon fol- 






lowed, in which she expired. 
The child of this woman was delivered alive, and, to all ap- 






pearances, in a healthy condition. 









Case 6.—Miss Q.. an umarried female, was taken in labor 


in 1839. A midwite was called in to manage the accouche- 






ment. During the progress of the labor, she was seized with 





a convulsion, A physician of the vicinity was called, who 
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used the perforator; and after some considerable difficulty, 
with the assistance of Dr. Winans, the delivery of the foetus 






was accomplished. ‘The convulsions after delivery ceased 





for about an hour or more, after which they returned, and the 
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patient expired. 
In this case, the pulse was small, and the system in a state 





i of prostration. All attention, therefore, was directed to the 






delivery, in the hope that when this was accomplished, the p 
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convulsions would cease. In this there was a disappointment. 






The system never rallied; the pulse contined small and weak 






ORM: 


until the patient expired. 






Case 7.—Mirs. IX., during her third pregnancy, and at the 










' seventh or eighth month of gestation, was attacked with con- 
4 vulsions. She had suilered eight paroxysms before anything 


was done for her relief. After the eighth fit passed of!) she 
was bled freely, and took an antispasmodic. This arrested 






the convulsions, leaving the patient comatose. The uterus 
Was now examined, and found to contain a dead foetus. This 
was removed, leaving the patient still in a state of coma. 
Some two or three days after she was delivered, she was 
attacked again with convulsions. She was again bled, also 
blistered and purged. This last attack gave rise to hemiplegia 
and idiocy, which have resisted everything addressed for thei: 
removal. Since the advent of these lesions, she has conceived 
three times. In two of the instances, the children were pre- 
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of generation, and secondarily in other parts, between which 
and these there exists a close sympathetic relation. The dis. 
tension of the abdomen, enlargement of the walls of the uterus. 
and alterations in the nutritive functions incident to pregnan- 
cy, are more severely felt when the system is for the first 
time undergoing these changes than at subsequent periods, 
To the febrile disposition occasionally attending pregnancy. 
tu indigestion, costiveness. and cerebral disturbances, they, it 
is reascnable tu suppose, are at this period most liable. Env- 
merated also in connection with these circumstances. any 
one of which it might be presumed would be adequate to pre- 
dispose the system to convulsions, the changes which take 
place in the blood, as all know, impart to the system more or 
less of an inilammatory diathesis, which undeoubtedly would 
be more seriously felt im a first pregnancy than afterwards. 

nough, we conclude, has been submitted in our attempt to 
account for the greater liability of women in first than in sub- 
sequent labors; we will therefore proceed to another part ot 
vur subject—the period of gestation 1 which convulsions are 
most liable to occur: 


By reference to the notes of the cases we have detailed, 


sestation, to two at the seventh, to one at the eighth, to one 
at what was supposed to be the proper period of parturition. 
to one some twenty days'after being delivered of a healthy 


child, and to one both before and after being delivered. In 


convulsions detailed; of these it may be inferred trom what Is 
said, that the disease happened to three during the eighth 
month of gestation, and to the other five some time in the 
ninth or at the proper period of parturition. Dr. Lee remarks: 
*'They may occur in the latter months of pregnancy, before 
the uterus has begun to contract, during the different stages 
of labor, and several days or weeks after delivery.” He adds: 
“Ihave never met with a case of true puerperal convulsions 
before the sixth month of pregnancy.” 

From all these facts, it appears that the complaint may take 


we find that the disease occurred to one at the sixth month of 


Dewees’s System of Midwifery there are some eight cases ol 
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place at any time durmg gestation subsequent to the sixth 
month, at the proper period of parturition, or after the birth 
of the child. It seems, however, to be least common during 
the early months of pregnancy and after the delivery of the 
child. ° 

That convulsions, like some other pue1peral affections, are 
more prevalent during some seasons than others is a position 
not supported by anything in our limited experience. Three of 
the cases detailed occurred in one year in the practice of my- 
self and partner, Dr. Winans, and these happened, too, at a 
time when other puerperal diseases were common. Still we 
regard this as a mere coincidence. not entitled to any confi- 
dence in making up an opinion on the subject. It might be 
remarked here, that Denman thinks women more liable some 
years than others. 

Most writers from the time of Burns make distinctions in 
the disease, dividing it into some three species, the hysterical, 
the epileptic, and the apoplectic. Of the propriety of these 
distinctions we suppose there is no doubt. Weeping up a dis- 
tinction between the hysterical and other kinds is indispens- 
able, from the fact that the therapeutics proper and efficacious 
in the former may prove detrimental if not fatal in the latter. 
Burns says: * The most frequent species of puerperal convui- 
sions ‘= of the epileptic kind, which occurs fifty times for once 
that tie others appear.” Seven of the cases reported by 
Dewees were either of the epileptic or apoplectic variety, the 
other one being of a hysterical character. The cases we 
have detailed were of the epileptic or apoplectic kind. Weo- 
inen of diflerent constitutions and temperaments it might be 
presumed would be liable to diflerent species of the complaint. 
With those of weak, effeminate powers of constitution and 
nervous diathesis. subject to occasional attacks of hysteria, 
the hysterical variety would be most common. On the con- 
trary, women with a full habit of body, irritable in disposition, 
or having labored under some disease of the brain or epilepsy 
in early life, would be most likely to have the other varieties. 
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The Signs which Precede and Attend Convulsions— With 
respect to the signs which precede convulsions, it may be 
stated that when they are appreciable at all, they vary ac: 
cording to the species of the complaint with which the patient 
is affected. Those attending the hysterical variety have of 
course more or Jess of what are usually denominated hysieri- 
cal symptoms. Accordmg to Burns, the fits are preceded by 
a timid state of the mind, are of sudden invasion, attended 
with globus or struggling about the throat, have no foaming 
of the mvuath, nor much distortion in the muscles of the face. 
Dewees regards opisthotonos as strongly marking this species 
of convulsion. The circulation is not so much disturbed in 
this as in the other varieties, the pulse never acquiring that 
extreme degree of velocity and tenuity. 

Denoting the approach of the epileptic and apoplectic vari- 
eties are a number of sigus so generally common to both, that 
for all practical purposes they nay be considered together. 
In both vavieties. cerebral disturbances are predominant. For 
days, sometimes, before the accession of the fit, there isa 
sense of fullness in the head, swimming, vertigo or pain; and 
often patients complain of a want of steadiness in the faculties 
of the mind. Occasionally the convulsion is ushered in by 
intense pain in the head: the patient cries out, * Oh, my head! 
my head!’* In some instances, the pain is confined to a par- 
ticular spot, the patient describing the sensation as being that 
of a nail driven through the head. Associated with this dis- 
tress in the head, there is in some cases a violent cramp or 


pain in the stomach, ‘This phenomenon has been noticed by 


Burns, Denman, and Dewees: the last, however, says that he 
knows nothing of it from his own experience. In four of the 
seven cases reported in this paper, the women complained 
more or less of distress in the stomach. In the first case, the 
sensation was that of a * rolling of the stomach upwards;” the 
second case was ushered in with pain in the stomach, after eating 
green, sour apples; in the third case, the patient complained al- 
ternately of pain in the head and stomach; when called to the 
fifth case, the woman was found walking the room and crying 
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out, ‘Oh, my head! oh, my stomach!” During the presence of 
the fit, there is often manifested a phenomenon that appears to 
be characteristic. The following is Denman’s description of it: 
“ With the foaming of the mouth, there is also a sharp hissing 
noise, produced by fixing the teeth and by the sudden motion 
of the under lip, as if attempts were made to retract the saliva 
back into the mouth; and by this noise I have been generally 
able to discern the state of a patient in convulsions, though 
she was in another room.” It is most likely that Dewees re- 
fers to this same thing, in speaking of “a peculiar sibilating 
noise made by the mouth, not unlike what is termed a cat 
spitting.” In no case did we witness the aura epileptica so 
common in epilepsy. 


Cavse.—On the etiology of this malady it is difficult to write 
with precision, owing to the fact that as a general rule, this, like 
other complaints involving tne integrity of the nervous cen- 
tres, is imperfectly understood. Occurring in opposite con- 
ditions of the general system, and proceeding at times from 
causes altogether different in their nature, the complaint is 
often the result of lesions, functional or structural, not easily 
comprehended. Altogether the most formidable in its charac- 
ter in every case is the trouble in the cerebral organs; indeed, 
this seems to be the sine gua non of the disorder. But whether 
this proceeds from primary disease of the brain and its appen- 
dages, or from a source of irritation located in some other 
part of the system, by which the brain becomes sympatheti- 
cally affected, are questions of perhaps as much importance 
as any that we are called upon to decide. 

That the primary cause is often in the brain seems to us 
quite probable. This may proceed, as we suppose, from 
inental distress, or from there being a habitual determination 
of blood, during gestation, to the head. In regard to the for- 
mer, it is said that it has been more particularly observed 
among those women whose unfortunate situation renders 
pregnancy an evil instead of a blessing; for from their seclu- 
sion, and from a deprivation of the comforts of society, their 
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sense of present ill or apprehension of future distress, such 
women are especially subject to convulsions at the time of 
labor, and to become maniacal after their delivery. (Denman, 
Sudden and violent impressions on the mind are, indeed, if we 
credit the best of testimony, capable of inducing an attack of 
convulsions, without the concurrence of any other appreciable 
cause. With respect to cases, also, originating from hyper. 
emia of the vessels proper of the encephalon, we think there 
ean be but little doubt. A female laboring under a tendency 
to headache or any vertiginous complaint previous to preg- 
nancy, or to epilepsy in early life, would be most likely,as gesta- 
tion progressed, from the pressure of the child on the abdomi- 
nal aorta, to have such an affection increased; and this, if suff- 
cient to produce compression of the brain, would end in con- 
vulsions. Besides, we know that in many instances the 
disease of the brain is such as to give rise to lesions producing 
hemiplegia, idiocy, and occasionally sudden death. The ex- 
amples there have been of sertous and fatal lesions of the 
brain, although of nothing like an identical or constant char- 
acter, are sufficient to make the position very plausible, that 
the nervous centres, in some cases at least, are primarily as- 
sailed. While, however, we conclude that this is the case, we 
are aware that by far the largest proportion owe their origin 
io sources of irritation located in other parts of the system. 

Great distension of the uterine fibres, or rather the altera- 
tious the parietes of the uterus undergo in the last period of 
sestation, may be reckoned as exercising some agency in the 
production of the malady. This may be inferred, among other 
tuings, from the fact that convulsions are much more com- 
mon, as we have seen, in a first than in subsequent labors. It 
seems also that they are most frequent at the latter periods of 
sestation, the time when the uterine fibres, as Dewees re- 
marks, are at their greatest stretch. These alterations in the 
uterus, when associated with other things favorable to con- 
vulsions, may be regarded as making up a condition of the 
system in which, relatively speaking, the complaint is not un- 
frequently developed. 
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Another agency occasionally found in operation, is that 
proceeding from a dead foetus in utero. In his work on mid- 
wifery, Denman says: “ When women have convulsions, the 
death of a child ought generallly to be esteemed rather an 
effect than a cause.” Generally speaking, this is probably cor- 
rect; still there are cases in which a dead child in the uterus 
seems to be the only appreciable cause, giving rise toa kind 
of uterine irritation that is ultimately manifested in convul- 
sions. After the death of a foetus in utero from accident, vio- 
lence, or anything of the kind, all the blood which it received 
must necessarily be retained in the vessels of the mother. 
The impulse imparted to the circulating fluid of the mother by 
this change would of course exercise no favorable influence 
in a female otherwise predisposed, and probably would be ade- 
quate to produce the malady. What also to some extent ta- 
vors this position, is that very commonly, after a woman has 
been delivered of a putrid child, the convulsions subside, 

Irregularities of diet, indigestible food, or the excessive use 
of stimulants, there are good reasons to believe, occasion once 
in a while the malady before us. In one of the cases we have 
detailed, the woman had eaten a quantity of unripe, sour ap- 
ples, and shortly afterwards commenced complainitg of her 
stomach and head. Some of the cases related by Dr. Lee 
also followed the use of indigestible food and stimulants. Den- 
man relates a case which fell into a convulsion from the pres- 
ence of some offensive matter in the stomach. After the first 
fit, he advised the woman to irritate her throat with her finger 
until she vomited five or six times, after which the fits sub- 
sided. The severe pain in the stomach, of which some patients 
complain, may have some connection with the ingesta. Oi 
this, however, we know nothing from experience, except ot 
the case related, in which, to say the least of it, there was a 
coincidence: the patient partook of the indigestible foood, and 
the act was followed by pain in the stomach and convulsions.* 





*In January, 1842, Dr. Winans and myself were called on to attend the ac- 
couchement of a negress pregnant with her second child. She had gone to full 
time, and was complaining of irregular pain in the uterus, that worked up into her 
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As all know, during pregnancy the appetite is subject to great 
changes. Anorexia there is sometimes, but more commonly 
a craving desire for food in large quantities and of objection. 
able qualities, affects many women during the last months of 
pregnancy. Indulged in, we can see no good reasons why 
these indigestible articles may not irritate the alimentary ca- 
nal so as to give rise to convulsions in pregnant women, 
where the predisposition is already considerable, in the same 
way that they cause them in children and other classes of 
persons laboring under great gastro-intestinal sensibility. 
Hence it is always proper to enjoin caution with respect to 
this matter on those women who labor under the depraved 
state of appetite to which we have alluded. 

Ditiering widely fron: the conditions of the system to which 
we have adverted, there is another in which the disease has 
been manifested, that will next claim attention. This seems 
to be the consequence of great exhaustion from hemorrhage. 
Burns notices convulsions originating from this cause, and 
submits his opmion on the treatment proper to be adopted. 
In the number of the Western Journal for July, August and 
September, 1836, there is an extract from the Southern Med- 
ical and Surgical Journal, in which is contained an account of 
two cases that the writer attributed to hemorrhage from a re- 
laxed and flaccid condition of the uterus. In one case the 
hemorrhage preceded, in the other it succeeded delivery; in 


stomach, giving rise to excessive cramping sensations in this organ, with occasional 
vomitings. Laudanum in large and repeated doses was administered without 
producing any relief. The os uteri was examined, and found to be dilating. She 
continued in a lingering condition for some hours, during which time the pain in 
the stomach was periodical, corresponding to the labor pains, and intensely severe, 
so much so that at each time they recurred, she screamed violently, and threw 
herself in all possible attitudes to get ease. After being in this condition for some 
length of time, and finding no relief from anything done, she took a notion for 
whisky. Some being obtained, she drank about one pint without the knowledge 
of any one but herself. The effect of this was prompt relief, without producing 
intoxication. The pains also after this became regular, and she was speedily de- 
livered. This woman said that her first labor was characterized in a similar 
manner. 
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both, the convulsions subsided on the use of frictions to the 
hypogastric region, continued until the uterus was felt to have 
contracted. 

Besides the causes to which allusion has been made, this 
malady is apparently at times the result of constipation, of a 
peculiar condition of the nervous system of the uterus, or ot 
the pains of labor. A loaded state of the larger bowels would 
as a matter of course destroy the equilibrium of the circulating 
fluid, by lessening the quantity to the inferior extremities, and 
increasing it to the superior and the cavity of the cranium. 
As the result of this, abnormal accumulations in the vessels of 
the brain might arise sufficient to cause compression or some 
o her derangement of that organ. That the complaint is oc- 
casionally also the consequence of a peculiar condition of the 
nervous system of the uterus, there is good testimony. This 
may be an unnatural degree of irritability in the uterus, or 
rather in the nerves of this organ. How often, as previously 
remarked, is it the case that women, after impregnation, are 
rendered peculiarly irritable in both mind and body! Occur- 
ring under such circumstances, we are able in many cases to 
find nothing more rational to which it should be attributed 
than idiosynerasy. Labor pains, although the result of a nat- 
ural function, have the reputation of being concerned in the 
production of the complaint beforeus. Characterized with great 
severity, in a constitution naturally irritable,. labor pains, we 
have no doubt, are at times the principal cause of the mischiet. 
As yet we have witnessed no case that we knew was due en- 
tirely to this cause. Other disturbances we have seen, which 
renders the matter in our estimation very probable. Not long 
since, my partner, Dr. Winans, delivered a woman who had 
very severe labor pains during the last stage of a first labor. 
As soon as the pains grew severe, she became maniacal, and 
continued in this condition, perfectly unconscious, until after 
delivery. In a short time after this event, she returned to her 
senses, and continued rational. We attended her in her third 
accouchement. As the pains of labor grew severe, she seem- 
ed to lose all command of herself, and had it not been that it 


9 * 
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was a favorable presentation, and that delivery was Speedily 
accomplished. we have no hesitancy in saying that serious 
trouble would have occurred. 

It is supposed by some that when the paing of labor become 
severe, too much so for the system to bear, they are super: 
seded by convulsions; convulsions take their place, and they 
either cease altogether, or become irregular. In James's 
Burns there is a note published, stating that in a case of par- 
turition attended by Dr. Clark, of London, a convulsion oe- 
curred while the hand of the doctor was in the uterus, when 
of course he had an opportunity of ol serving how the organ 
was affected. He iemarked that 'nstead of a regular contrae- 
tion taking place, the uterus seemed to flutter, and be irrege- 
larly contracted, and relaxed again quickly; and he was dis- 
posed to believe it was in that state during the presence of 
every case of convulsions. In his work, the Zoonom a, Darwin 
udvances more positively the opinion to which we have al- 
luded. “In difficult parturition,” he remarks, “it sometimes 
happens that general convulsions are exert o relieve the 
pain of labor, iastead of the exertions of those rinscles of the 
abdomen and diaphragm which ought to forward the exclusion 
of the child. That is, instead of the particular mu 
tions which ought to be excited by sensation to remove the 
offending cause, general convulsions are prodiced by the 
power of volition, which still the pain, as in conunon epilepsy, 
without removing the cause; and as the parturition is not thus 
promoted, the convulsions continue til tie sensorial power Is 
exhausted—that is, till death.” Lately we had a case of labor 
in which there were no pains except a slight unersmess in the 
back. Instead of complaining of uterine pains, Ue womal 
complained of her head: it ached very much at tines, and at 
other times it was vertiginous. ‘This state of things contin 
ued for some eighteen hours, when uterine pains were deve 


oped, after which the distress in the head imiedately sub- 
sided. During the continuance of the pain and other distress 
in the head, the os uteri became so much relaxed that wheo 
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the regular pains of labor set in. it required but a very few ot 
them to produce the expulsion of the child. 

Concerning the cause of those convulsions denominated 
hysterical, there is little definitely known. Of such the symp- 
toms are different from those of the other varieties. Those of 
a premonitory character are usually absent. The fits are less 
severe, are not attended with the same amount of cerebral 
disturbance, and have no fi: hing at the mouth, nor any of the 
peculiar sibilating noise so characteristic of the other varieties. 
Delicate and nervous women, Dewees tells us, are most fre- 
quently the subjects of this species of the complaint. As a 
matter of course, the trouble must be soucht for in an investi- 
gation of the habit, predisposition, and actua! state of the pa- 
tient affected. Carefully invoked, these in a majority of in- 
stances will reveal a pathological foundation, upon which a 
rational plan of treatment may be predicated. 

To sum up our remarks on this head, we submit the fellow- 
ing conclusions: 

1. The complaint is sometimes the resuit ot primary dis- 
ease in the brain, as when it proceeds from violent mental 
emotions, from headache and other cerebral distress during 
pregnancy, or from eptepsy and other circumstances in early 
life predisposing the patient to cerebral hyperemia. 

2. Most frequently it seems t» be developed at the time 
when the uterus and abdominal :iscles are at their greatest 
state of distension; and hence it 's right to regard these con- 


ditions as standing, in many ins’ es, ut a very close relation 
to the cause of the complaint. 

3. It may depend on irritatio the uterus, from a dead 
foetus. 

4. It may be caused by ove \g or irritating the alimen- 
tary canal with indigestible { 

5. Some cases appear to depen! on great exhaustion from 
hemorrhage. 

6. It may depend upon hatitun! constipation; 


7. Upon a peculiarly irritable condition of the nervous sys- 
tem of the uterus; 
8. Upon violent labor }: 








296 Dawson on Eclampsia Parturientium. 


Upon the above we look as the principal elements of the 
trouble that exists in connection with the origin of the malady 
before us. That any one of them may be capable of stirring 
up those disturbances that characterise the complaint, is met 
at all unreasonable. Oftener, perhaps, it will be found to be 
the result of several of them combined. And always the 
practitioner, in trying to ascertain which of them has had 
most concern in giving rise to the complaint, will find himself 
more or less embarrassed. ‘lo do this, nevertheless, difficult 
us it is, is in many instances indispensable to the successful 
application of remedies. 


Post Mortem Apprarancrs.—In regard to the structural 
lesions pertaining to this disease, our knowledge is limited. 
There are nevertheless some observations, which, if posted up, 
may be of some service to the profession. Denman tells us of 
a case, related to him by Mr. Hewson, where an effusion 
of blood was found after d:ath on the surface of the brain. 
He also mentions a case, related by Dr. Hooper, where a co- 
agulum of blood weighing nearly four ounces was found be- 
tween the dura and pia mater. He himself in no instance 
ever witnessed an effusion of blood in the brain, though he 
has seen the vessels very turgid. Of the four cases examined 
by Dr. Ramsbotham, one showed blood to be extravasated 
between the dura and pia mater and on the orbital process 
under the right lobe. In seven of the fifty-four cases con- 
tained in the tabular statement of Dr. Lee, a post mortem 
examination was made. One presented turgescence of the 
bloodvessels of the pia mater. In two of the others, the ves- 
sels of the brain generally were distended. In the fourth, 
there were softening of the brain, effusion of serum into the 
ventricles, and tubercles in the lungs. The fifth presented 
great vascularity around the tuber annulare, with a tablespoon- 
tul of serum at the base of the brain. Jn the sixth, there were 
serum in the ventricles, a small scrofulous tumor on the basilary 
artery, and a portion of the right lobe was soft and of a yel- 
lowish color. The seventh presented a thick layer of lymph 
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on the surfaces of both hemispheres, the ventricles filled with 
serum, softening of the base, and veins filled with firm coagula. 
2 Dewees gives a case in which there was post mortem dissection: 
a “ The longitudinal sinus of the dura mater contained by esti- 
mate between two and three ounces of blood; the posterior 
left ventricle was filled with a bloody serum; the other ven- 
tricles appeared sound, as did the other parts of the brain; no 
other part examined.” In addition to the lesions of the ner- 
vous centres, there have been some other appearances ob- 
served that are worth noticing. Denman says that he has 
examined many women who have died of convulsions, and in 
all the heart was unusually flaccid, without a single drop of 
blood in the auricles or ventricles. He also states in a note, 
that in almost every case that he has seen, there was, after 
delivery, a greater or less degree of abdominal inflammation. 
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} Proenosis.—That the term dangerous applies to the com- 
; plaint before us with considerable relevancy, is a positioz 
y which the experienced physician will always sanction, Va- 
ried, however, it is by the variety with which the patient is 
affected, and also by a number of other circumstances. As a 
general rule, it is presumable that the lesions in the hysterical 
are less grave than in the other varieties; still when even this 
variety is associated with symptoms of general prostration or 
hemorrhage, it is by no means free from danger. With the 
apoplectic variety, which of itself is always exceedingly por- 
tending, are occasionally associated some symptoms that are 
of very serious import. Ushered in with pain in the stomach, 
this variety, in the estimation of Denman, is apt to be more 
[ fatal than where the head alone is affected. The most of the 
4 cases we have witnessed attended with this complication ter- 
minated fatally. There is something in the manner in which 
the fits succeed each other, that exercises an influence in the 
prognosis. The danger, we are told by Denman, is not in- 
creased by their frequent return so much as by their increas- 
ing violence. This is in accordance with our own observations. 
In two of our cases that recovered, the number of paroxysms 
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greatly exceeded those that died. Something is thought also 
to depend on the manner in which patients are attacked 
Suddenly invaded, the patient is in more danger than where 
the disease consumes considerable time in the period of incu. 
bation. Dr. Dewees tells us that the most suddenly fatal case 
he ever saw had no symptons uf premonition; without giving 
any warning, the patient cried out, “ My head! my head!" 
and in a few hours expired. In one of the cases we have te- 
ported, the woman first commenced complaining of her head 
and stomach, and in a few hours afterwards died. 


Mortauity.—Incident to this affection, there is a degree ot 
mortality which, in spite of all the resources of our art, is high, 
Of the seven cases we have reported, three terminated fatally. , 
and another one was reduced to a state of confirmed idiotism. 3 
Of the eight reported by Dewees, two died; Lee reports fifty- 
four cases, eighteen of which died; Collins thirty, five of which 3 
died; Merriman forty-eight, eleven of which died; Ramsboth- 
am twenty-six, ten of which died; Ingleby thirty-five, eleven 
of which died; Mauriceau forty-two, nineteen of which died, 
Thus of two hundred and fifty cases in all, seventy-nine, ov 
nearly one-third, went toa fatal issue. A disease that de- 
stroys one in three or nearly so of all its victims, must be re 
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garded as being of the deepest solicitude to every one having 
anything to do with the duties of an accoucheur _ Besides the 
direct mortality, it is quite likely there has been a number ei 
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the cases computed to have recovered that were left in a state 
of infirmity of some kind or other for life. 






Treatment.—Considered with respect either to its difficulty 
or the trouble there often is in making a satisfactory diagnosis. 
the treatment of the complaint of which we have been speak 
ing has been and will doubtless continue to be among those 
things in which physicians feel considerably embarrassed. In 
the absence of a perfect unanimity of sentiment among teach- 
ers touching the proper plan of treating any malady, the mass 
of the profession are thrown upon their own resources, and 
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each one is apt to regard his own individual experience as 
being the most worthy of confidence. To some extent, this 
has been the case with reference to the treatment of the dis- 
ease we are considering. Nearly the same remedies are re- 
commended by all the systematic writers to whom we have 
had access. With respect, however, to their relative import- 
ance, the extent to which their employment should be carried. 
and the conditions of the system most proper for their use, 
there seem to be different opinions. That all cases of this or 
any other complaint require the same remedies, is a position 
tuo gross to be the subject of a grave criticism. When 
the causes giving rise to the complaint, and other circum- 
stances connected with the constitution, habits, etc. of the 
patient differ, of course we must look for a corresponding 
difference in the means of relied. 

‘To the remedies which have the most reputation in the 
treatment of convulsions we will give a brief special con- 
sideration. 

Bloodletting has by all authors had a prominent place as- 
signed it as a remedy. A number urge its value with decided 
enthusiasm. ‘* We must not” says Burns, * spare the lancet.” 
fe concludes all agree on this, and that * there is more dan- 
ger in taking too little than too much blood.” Denman re- 
vards it as “ the first and most obvious remedy,” and refers to 
his own experience and that of others, showing the necessity. 
it mes, of very copious sanguineous evacuations. Dewees 
id Gooch also look upon bleeding as the sheet-anchor of the 
practitioner. ‘That we are able todo more with the lancet 
than with any other single remedy, or perhaps with all others 
combined, is a position the truth of which will not be ques- 
tioned at our hands, But that it is to be indiscriminately 
used, or that it is the remedy in all cases, is to us not in ac- 
cordance with reason or experience. While. therefore, we 
regard it as being valuable in almost all cases, and as being in 
others that alone by which life is saved, we think that its em- 
ployment should always be regulated by circumstances—the 
constitution of the patient, the violence of the convulsions, 
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the effects produced by the loss ot blood, the cause giving rise 
to the malady, etc. 

All females affected with the complaint before us are not 
alike as it regards their strength of constitution and the amount 
of blood their systems contain. In the first case reported in 
this paper, the woman was of strong constitution, had a large 
frame, had her muscular system well developed, and although 
she was forty-two years of age, her mode of living had done 
much towards hardening her physical powers and promoting 
general health. The convulsions in her case were very severe. 
and attended with an urgent set of symptoms. This case, 
taken altogether, was properly characterized tor copious evac- 
uations of blood. As a consequence, this woman lost in all 
between eighty and ninety ounces in the course of twenty- 
four hours, and, as it appeared, with the happiest effects 
After the last bleeding, the fits subsided, and then she was 
delivered of a dead child, and had a rapid convalescence. The 
third case was that of a young female, who had been in the 
enjoyment of vigorous, robust health. She was of rather small 
stature, but inclined to corpulency, and in the sixth or seventh 
month of utero-gestation. Her convulsions were of the epi- 
leptic variety, and at each return they seemed to increase in 
violence. ‘This is another case in which bleeding was inds- 
pensable—was the most powerful means at the command ot 
the practitioner for preventing fatal lesions of the brain or 
preserving the life of the child. This woman was bled three 
times, and lost in all some thirty-five or forty ounces of blood, 
and although delivery by art was resorted to as necessary and 
proper under the circumstances, still ] have no doubt that the 
woman’s life was saved by the amount of blood she lost 
These two cases exhibit the conditions of the system in which 
extensive depletion displays its best effects. Women of large 
stature, strong constitution, and plethoric habits, are indeed 
the only ones in which such extensive depletion as was prac: 
tised in our first case can be made with impunity. Relied 
upon in such cases,-either as a preventive of convulsions, oF 
for the relief of the brain, or for the purpose of relaxing the 
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os uteri, it will display effects of which perhaps no other rem- 
edy with which we are acquainted is capable. Here we cor- 
dially agree with the remark of Burns, that “there is more 
danger in taking too little blood than too much.” In an op- 
posite state of the physical powers—where, for example, the 
woman has enjoyed delicate health, has been the subject of 


some disease which impaired the blood-manufacturing ap- 
paratus, or has had extensive hemorrhage—no one would 
think such extensive depletion either reasonable or efficacious. 
So feeble is the constitution of some women of small stature 
and delicate health, that it is impossible to draw much blood 
from them; and even if it were practicable, eighty or ninety 
ounces, instead of arresting the disease, might on the contrary 
destroy life. 

Again, no small number of women at the present day are 
the subjects of dyspepsia, or some fault or other in the blood- 
manufacturing apparatus. Such labor under various disturb- 
ances from the limited quantity, defective quality, etc. of the 
blood. When these happen to be the subjects of convulsions, 
it may often be necessary to bleed once, twice, or thrice; but 
this should be done with great caution, lest a degree of pros- 
tration should be induced that might result im fatal conse- 
quences. Our fourth case was that of a lady of full powers of 
constitution. She was attacked with convulsions some twenty 
days after having been delivered of a healthy child. Afflicted 
with hemicrania, she was induced to take a dose of patent 
purgative pills; these produced hypercatharsis; convulsions 
followed, and she died. This woman was not bled at all. All 
ihe symptoms exhibited such a sinking of the powers of life, 
that bleeding was deemed inadmissible. An opiate was ad- 
ministered, and an epispastic applied to the nape of the neck. 

There is another class of cases, which appear to be the re- 
sult of great debility from hemorrhage. Here is a state of 
anemia that may either precede or follow delivery. Called to 
such a case, who would think of opening a vei as a remedy ? 
To stop, indeed, the fatal waste of the vital fluid, and econo- 
mize and husband the resources of the system, would seem to 
3 
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be most rational, and this appears to be in accordance with 
what experience we have in these cases. Frictions over the 
hypogastric region, in order to promote contractions of the 
uterus, and thereby check the hemorrhage, have been found. 
we are told, to give prompt relief. 

Local bleeding may be adopted in some cases—where, for 
example, the constitution and other conditions of the system 
forbid general. Delicate women, who have been bled from 
the arm without relieving the brain, may be benefited by cup- 
ping the temples and nape of the neck. Liven here, however, 
strict regard should be had to the strength of the patient, the 
state of the circulation, etc., in order to avoid reducing the 
system to that extreme degree of debility from which a re- 
covery could not reasonably be expected. 

Opium is regarded by most writers and practitioners as 
being in most cases of questionable propriety. While some 
reject it altogether, others tell us that under certain circum- 
stances it may be administered wita advantage. Unless it is 
where the convulsions succeed delivery, or are the result of he- 
morrhage, or are obviously engrafted on a very delicate state of 
the system, it would probably be best not to administer any of 
the preparations of opium until the vessels have been emptied 
by venesection. Bleeding to the extent that the system will 
bear will not only render the administration of the drug more 
safe, but it will do much towards increasing its efficacy. Pre- 
mised in this way by proper abstractions of blood, the admmn- 
istration of opiuin will in many cases be found to be of service 
in allaying uterine irritability when excessive, in mitigating 


the violence of false labor pains,* an in quieting tremors and 


“Inthe year 1340, I was called to see a lady in labor, who was the mother 
of several children. The os uteri was rigid when the first examination was made 
and resisted very much the process of dilatation. After it was somewhat opened, 
the head passed sufficiently to become impacted, and continued in this situation 
for some ten or twelve hours. During this time, the pains of labor were very 
severe, and the woman begged urgently for relief Having been instructed to 
believe that opium under such circumstances would relieve or mitigate the seventy 
ef the pains, | commenced its administration in the form of laudanum of ordinary 
strength. The firstdose produced no effect whatever, and I repeated it until) 0s 
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spasms. What the value of the article is in cases connected 
with hemorrhage, we have had no means of ascertaining; but 
from the fact that it has been found to be of service in hemor- 
rhage connected with other pathological states of the system, 
we should think that in judicious hands it might be beneficial. 
There are sone cases in which opium is inadmissible, and is 
calculated to do great injury. We allude to those in which 
the fits are evidently increasing in violence at each success- 
ive paroxysm, or are attended with profound coma, stertorous 
breathing, and other phenomena indicative of great cerebral 
congestion. 

Emetics. When speaking of the etiology of this malady. 
we noticed that it was once in a while connected with gastric 
irritation from improper food, ete. Here it would seem that 
emetics might prove serviceable. In our second case, gastric 
irritation was present as the result of having eaten unripe fruit. 
Complaining of great pain in the stomach, the patient took an 
emetic in doses sullicient to empty the stomach, Although 
this measure did not arrest the fits, we have no doubt that by 
its influence they were considerably mitigated. Denman says: 
“IT have not known any woman, who had frequent vomitings 
in the time of labor, fall into convulsions; nur do these often 
happen in difficult labors. But women will frequently have 
vomitings after they have been seized with convulsions, which 
afford some relief.” Construed in the sense in which the au- 
thor most likely intended, I suppose we are to understand the 
above remarks as being designed to suggest the importance ot 
this class of articles, both in preventing and mitigating the fits. 
Capable of accomplishing either of these objects, any article 
should be entitled to consideration. Prevention, we all know, 
is better than cure, and mitigation, when nothing more can be 
accomplished, is always desirable. Discrimination, neverthe- 


period of ten hours [ had administered half anounce. The pains still continued to 
recur with regularity and with their former violence. From this experiment and 
some others that I have made, I conclude that opium possesses very little control 
over the true pains of labor. False pains it may arrest, and to these its usefulness, 
I suppose, is pretty much confined. 
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less, in reference to the cases in which emetics are used is jn- 
dispensable. No physician would think of giving them in 
weak, relaxed conditions of the system, or where the convul- 
sions are connected with hemorrhage, or under such circum. 
stances as attended our fourth case, where the disease was 
apparently the result of the imprudent use of patent cathar- 
tic pills, 

Cathartics no author omits to mention, and perhaps there 
is No practitioner experienced in the treatment of this disease, 
who has not witnessed indications requiring their employ- 
ment, and, at times, decided utility as the result of their ad- 
ministration, As a general rule, the bowels, if not torpid at 
the conimencement, generally become so when the cerebral 
disturbance Is grave; In some instances it Is impossible to 
move them with anything that can be used, until the fits are 
moderated or altogether checked. Still it is proper after vene- 
section and other means have failed to procure relief, and 
where the bowels have not been moved during the progress 
of the complaint, to make a vigorous eflort for the accomplish- 
ment of this object. Owing to the difficulty of getting patients 
to swallow while in the insensible state incident to the dis- 
ease, It Is necessary to use some article a small quantity ol 
which if swallowed will answer the purpose. If not prompt 
in its effects, the cathartic should be invited to action by 








in enema, 

We micht go on to enumerate other remedies of which fa- 
vorable mention has been made in particular cases—such, for 
exainple, as the warm bath, dashing cold water in_ the face, 
tickling the nostrils, camphor, etc.; but we have already bor- 
dered on prolixity, and shal therefore bring this part of our 
subject to a close, by merely suggesting the utility of counter 
rritation in cases where other means have failed to remove 
the coma and restore the patient to a state of consciousness. 
We now proceed to another element in the treatment 0 


convulsions. 


Detivery sy Art.—In nothing pertaining to the practice 0! 
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midwifery is the accoucheur more frequently puzzled than in 
deciding in his own mind upon the circumstances proper tor 
delivery by art. After he has used the lancet and its auxilia- 
ries to the extent that he is warranted in doing, he still in 
some cases finds the convulsions continuing and perhaps in- 
creasing in violence. He knows that if this state of things 
continue, the issue must be disastrous—that both mother and 
child must inevitably perish; 
‘With remorseless cruelty— 

Spoiled at once, both fruit and tree. 

The hapless babe before his birth 

Had burial, yet not laid in earth.” 
On the other hand, he knows that many mothers, but more 
children, have died while attempts were being made at deliv- 
ery, or the mother afterwards, from the continuance of the 
convulsions. Embarrassed by such events, the practitioner is 
too often mortified with his mability to decide upon the proper 
course to be pursued, Notwithstanding these things, there 
inust be a course which, however imperfect it may be, must 
he founded on the general experience of the profession in 
such cases, and the practitioner’s own knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances with which he is surrounded. In order to elabor- 
ate this matter a little, we wiil propose a question or two for 
consideration: 

1. ls it proper, in cases of the sixth, seventh or eighth 
month of pregnancy, to attempt artificial delivery until there 
is evidence of the death of the child? In favor of the affirma- 
tive of this question no one perhaps can be found. It would 
be making a sacrifice of the child for at best an uncertainty. 
that of being able by such a course to save the life of the mo- 
ther; for we know that it frequently happens that mothers die 
after delivery as well as before. It is true that in many in- 
stances the mother’s chance of living would in all probability 
be increased by emptying the uterus of its contents. With 
nothing before us, however, but a probability that such would 
be the case, no individual would be justifiable in proceeding 
irrespective of a due regard to the life of the child. In cases 
of the character we are considering, the os uteri is either en- 

3 » 
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tirely closed up or in process of dilatation. In the former 
condition, of course nothing can be done without sacrifici 
due respect to the child, nor without some considerable hazard 
to the mother. The exertion, indeed, necessary to dilate the 
os uteri must subject the woman to much additional suffering, 
and if the requisite violence which some cases require in order 
to produce dilatation be used, there could be but little prospect 
entertained of a recovery. When the parts are in progress of 
dilatation, interference is generally unnecessary, for a sponta. 
neous expulsion of the foetus will then most likely be the re- 
sult. From such considerations, our question must be decided 
in the negative. Viewed in any or every aspect, this, we 
conclude, is the proper decision: and it is not more in accord- 
ance with our feelings than with what we believe to be the 
most enlightened system of practice. 

Our next question is— 

What are the circumstances which make delivery by ar 
proper and justifiable? In reply to this, it may be stated— 

ist. Where there is evidence, in a case of premature labor, 
that the child is dead and the os uteri open or easily dilatable, 
there is no propriety in waiting for the spontaneous expulsion 
of the foetus. Whatever its agency may have been, while 
alive, in originating or keeping up the convulsions, one thing 
is obvious, that after its death, operating as a foreign body m 
the uterus, and imparting to the circulation of the mother « 
sudden change, there can be no propriety in permitting it to 
remain, but, on the other hand, many good reasons why ts 
removal may put a stop to the fits. 

2d. In cases of convulsions that take place at or about the 
full period of pregnancy, prompt delivery, when the parts are 
dilated or capable of being dilated, is one of the measures © 
relieving the fits upon which considerable reliance may b 
placed. When this is accomplished, it very often happens 
that the fits cease altogether. Besides the relief which usualy 
accrues to the mother from this measure, it may be presumed 
that it often saves the life of the child, by removing it from* 
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situation in which it must have perished. Hence when con- 
vulsions happen to women who have gone the full period of 
gestation, it is no uncommon thing to save the child by deliv- 
ery, when we are unuble to save the mother. This was done 
in our fifth case.* Here the parts were in a favorable condi- 
tion, and the woman had gone to full time; the forceps were 
applied when the tendency to convulsions was first noticed. 
Before, however, the child was delivered, the convulsion had 
made its advent. ‘The woman died in the second convulsion. 
but the child was saved. 

In concluding our remarks on the treatment of this malady, 
we submit the following positions: 

1. Each case of the disease is likely to have some peculiar- 
ity, and therefore requires discrimination in regard to the se- 
lection of remedies. 

2. Bloodletting is not only the most general remedy, appli- 
cable to almost all cases, but it is also the most valuable. 

3. The extent to which depietion should be carried will 
depend not so inuch on the violence of the convulsions as 
upon the habit of body, strength of constitution, etc., of the 
patient. 

4. Opium, emetics and cathartics have considerable value 
as auxiliaries, 

5. Delivery by art is a measure of great value, but should 
never be performed without strict regard to both mother and 
child. 

Jamestown, Ohio, February 10, 1847. 





* Dr. Winans introduced the forceps and delivered the child in this case. Ii 
happened that the fit came on before he had succeeded in applying the instru- 
ment, at which time he had an opportunity of observing the effect which it pro 
duced on the uterus. Instead of the regular contractions, the organ, he observed 
fluttered around his hand, and had imperfect irregular contractions 
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Arr. II.—Notes on Medical Matters and Medical Men in Paris. By 
Davin W. Yanve.t, M.D., of Louisville, Ky , 


I spoke ina former communication of the use of some of 
the preparations of gold by M. Legrand. M. Ricord has been 
making, at the Hépital du Midi, some experiments with gold 
associated with mercury, which, although too few to warrant 
any definite conclusions, still authorize the hope that it will one 
day become a highly useful remedy. M. Ricord believes 


that he has remarked in cases of constitutional syphilis, where 
he has administered the chryso-hydrargyrique pills, the symp- 
toms yield more rapidly than under the mercury alone, with- 
out the supervention of any unpleasant accidents either to the 
mouth or digestive apparatus. He goes so tar, indeed, as to 
insist that the gold, by its association with mercury, acts use- 
fully as a prophylactic against salivation. The modus ope- 
randi of this amalgam is yet obscurely if at all known. On 
this subject there is a passage ina work published in 1757. 
entitled Cours de Chimie de Lemery, which, however, the able 
conductor of the Gazette des Hépitaux pronounces purely 
hypothetical. Here is the passage: “Gold is a good remedy 
for those who have taken too much mercury, for these two 
metals readily unite with each other, and by this union or 
amalgamation the mercury is fixed and its progress inter- 
rupted. This is well seen in those who have received fric- 
tions of mercury, who, if they hold a piece of gold in their 
mouths for some time, find that it is whitened from the vapor 
of mercury.” The Gazette thus comments upon this: “ We 
have had very lately occasion to treat a patient who had been 
intensely salivated by a teeble dose of iodide of mercury. A 
piece of gold well polished was placed in the patient’smouth, 
where it was allowed to remain during more than half ab hour; 
on being removed, its color was not in the slightest degree 
changed.” Until more ample information is attained upon the 
subject, the mode in which gold acts, in the cure of dis- 
ease and in preventing salivation, must remain a matter of 
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conjecture. The amalgam alluded to consists of fifteen parts 
of mercury to one of gold. The pills, containing from two to 
three grains of this, are given morning, noon and night. 


M. Nélaton communicated, not long since, an extremely 
curious fact observed by himself in a young epileptic girl, and 
which, it has been remarked, is without a parallel in the records 
of medicine. The patient received a blow from a stone on 
the eye, which contusion was followed by the formation of a 
traumatic cataract. After the development of the cataract, 
she became the subject of epileptic fits. Each time that she 
felt these symptoms, and a few moments betore their occur- 
rence, she experienced in the eye a very perceptible pricking, 
a true aura epileptica; and it seemed to her that the general 
affection, which terminated in the epileptic fit, commenced at 
theeye. M. Nélaton extracted the crystaline body; the sight 
was restored to that eye, and the fits ceased. Afterwards, but 
a long time subsequently, as M. Nélaton has learned, the 
girl became the subject of mental aberration. 


M. Jobert, of St. Louis Hospital, of whom I had occasion to 
speak in a former letter, makes frequent and successful appli- 
cation, in rheumatism, erysipelas and some other affections, of 
nitrate of silver in the form of an ointment, varying in strength 
from four and eight to twelve grammes of nitrate of silver to 
thirty grammesof lard. (A gramme is 15°444 grains Troy.) The 
following are a few of the cases in which this ointment was 
used with the most satisfactory results: 

Observation first. A man forty-three years old wounded 
himself in the anterior part of the right leg, with a hatchet. 
The wound was suppurating at its edges and around them 
for some lines, The skin presented a manifest erysipelatous 
blush when M. Jobert saw the patient. ‘The constitutional 


symptoms were general uneasiness, anorexia, full, hard and 
frequent pulse. Ordered lemonade, simple dressing to the 
wound, and application around its whole extent of the oint- 
ment of nitrate of silver. ‘The next day the erysipelas had 
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invaded no other region; the local pain and general pheno- 
mena were somewht dimimished, but the patient passed x 


1 


sleepless nicht. and comp! uned of having felt cl lively pain nt 


the interna! part oi tne thich and groin of the wou: ded side, 
The day following. all the svmptoms were detected which 


characterize ly pia ic inflammation; the rose-colored bands. 
sinuous and multiplied at the internal part of the leg. and cor- 
responding to the course of the lymphatic vessels; little ery- 
sipelatous wounds corresponding to the more superficial lym- 
phatic ganglia liere and there interrupted these lines or bands, 
und in the same points there was pain, and a cylindrical, fusi- 
form tumefaction, corresponding to the vessels. or to the in- 
flamed ganylin; and finally, the inguinal region of the same 
side presented many Ivmphatie ganglia, swollen, and_ painful 
upon pressure, 31. Jobert ordered all the points which were 
either red, tumetied or paintul, to be anomted with the pom- 
made of nitrate of silver. The next morning, the 15th, the 
patient said he had passed a better night, and aflirmed that 
the pain whicl he had felt was sensibly diminished; notwith- 
standing which, during the days following three other appli- 
cations of the ointment were made, in order completely to 
subdue the inflarnimnation and hasten the resolution of the en- 
gorged tissues. On the 20th, every complication had disap- 
peared, the wound presented a healthy aspect, the appetite 
had returned, and the patient was able to be up a little every 
day. There was a small piece of skin cut by the blow of the 
hatchet, and left hanging by a slender pedicle, which, notwith- 
standing the erysipelas, was preserved, and ended by con- 
tracting adhesions; but the complete cicatrization of the wound 
was delayed some weeks longer, when the patient left the 
hospital perfectly restored, with the inguinal ganglia of the 
right side no more voluminous or sensible to pressure than 
those of the left. 

Observation second. A laborer, wt. forty-eight years, whose 


right foot had been wounded, presented the following condi- 
tion: considerable tumefaction, large collection of blood on tts 
dorsal face, and two wounds, one situated at the base of the 
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third toe, the other near the external border of the foot, about 
two inches in front of the external malleolus. Emollient cata- 
plasms were applied around the foot, which, in addition to 
venesection, were repeated the next day. On the 13th, the 
cataplasms were replaced by compresses saturated with cam- 
phorated brandy. On the 14th, an erysipelas occupied the 
dorsal surface of the foot, and had already invaded the inferior 
part of the leg. A single application of the nitrate of silver 
ointment sufficed to calm the pain and limit the erysipelas to 
the parts already mentioned. On the 18th, new symptoms 
were observed: on the skin of the internal part of the right 
leg red ribbons, sinuous, very paintul to the touch, which gave 
the sensation of small cylindrical cords, appeared; the ganglia 
of the groin of the same side were swollen and painful upon 
pressure. There existed now very evidently in this patient 
inflammation of the lymphatics and inguinal glands. M. Jo- 
bert ordered the ointment of the nitrate of silver to be applied 
along the whole course of the lymphatic vessels, and upon the 
ganglia. On the 19th, the pain felt in the groin and thigh had 
diminished so much that the patient, deprived of sleep the night 
before, had been able during the last to repose many hours. 
The pain and swelling of the lymphatics continued rapidly to 
disappear until completely gone; but the ganglia, although 
wholly indolent, still preserved a volume a little greater than 
natural. Dec. Ist, the patient ate and slept well, his general 


condition very satisfactory. On the 2d, M. Jobert discovered 


upon the course of the lymphatics three small abscesses, the 
first situated below the internal malleolus, the second at the 
internal and inferior part of the leg, the third at the internal 
and inferior part of the thigh. The introduction of a bis- 
toury was followed by the escape of phiegmonous pus. On 
the 3d, two other small abscesses were seen, which were sim- 
larly opened; one was situated at the internal and superior 
part of the leg, the other behind the internal condyle of the 
femur. These five wounds, resulting from the opening of as 
many little abscesses, were dressed simply. On the 13th, the 
two wounds on the back of the foot, produced by the accident, 
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were not yet cicatrized; on examination, it was perceived that 
the skin which separated them was coming away, and that 
there was already a fistulous communication. M. Jobert intro- 
duced a canula, incised the skin, and formed the two wounds 
into a single one. 19th, For some days the wound on the 
back of the foot is seen to be cicatrizing; this was favored by 
touching it with a pencil of nitrate of silver; simple dressing. 
As to the other small wounds, they are cicatrized; some are 
still covered with scabs. The lymphatic ganglia of the right 
groin remain slightly engorged, as is quite manifest to the 
touch. 27th. The dorsal face of the foot offers a completely 
continuous and solid cicatrix. The patient has commenced 
to get up and walk; but the various lesions that he suffered. 
and especially the repose upon bed that was enjoined, suff- 
ciently explain the slight difficulty which he experiences in 
movements of the tibio-tarsal articulation of the right side—a 
difficulty which, without doubt, will disappear after sufficient 
exercise. 

Independently of the interest attached to these two observa- 
tions under the light of the treatment used, the inflammation 
of the lymphatics noticed in the subject of the second, pre- 
sented a remarkable termination. We know that the first 
effect of inflammation of the lymphatic vessels is the coagula- 
tion of the lymph. Generally this lymphatic clot diminishes, 
is absorbed, and the vessel preserves its calibre. Sometimes 
the greater part of the fluid of the coagulum is absorbed, the 
solid part condenses itself in adhesions to the walls of the ves- 
sels, and thus obliterates them. At other times again, but 
more rarely, lymph accumulates at different points, distends 
the parietes of the vessels, coagulates and adheres there; then 
these coagula, instead of completely disappearing or of con- 
densing themselves. soften from the centre to the circumfe- 
rence, and furnish pus. Thus result, at different points, and 
along the course of the lymphatic vessels, true abscesses of 
small size. We have seen, in the first case, that the patient 
arrived at the former of these terminations. which of all is the 
most common and happy; that is to say, that the coagula 
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were absorbed, the vessels preserved their calibre, and the 
lymph resumed its course. In the second case, on the con- 
trary, the lymphatic inflammation terminated by numerous 
little abscesses, though the formation of the pus, preceded by 
adhesions of the clot, was followed by no grave accidents: in 
fact, pus when thus limited is unable to penetrate the current 
of the circulation. 

Observation third. A man, after severe walking and exces- 
sive fatigue, was seized with pain in the tibio-tarsal articula- 
tion of the right side, and being taken to St. Louis Hospital, 
his case was pronounced arthritis, with considerable collection 
of serum about the joint. Anointments with pommade of ni- 
trate of silver were ordered, and after being persisted in for 
three weeks, the patient left the hospital perfectly cured. 

Observation fourth. A man entered the same service to 
be treated for lupus situated at the inferior part of the left leg. 
During his sojourn at the hospital he was attacked with a 
violent erysipelas, which rapidly extended over the leg, thigh 
and buttock of the side corresponding to the lupus. The ni- 
trate of silver was applied by M. Moissenet; the invasion ot 
the erysipelas was arrested, its extent limited, and speedily 
all the inflammatory symptoms completely disappeared. 

Observation fifth. A young man was attacked, in March, 
1846, with acute rheumatism of the right femoro-tibial articw- 
lation, the symptoms of which were so well marked that no 
doubt could be entertained of the nature of the affection. He 
was treated energetically by antiphlogistics, and then by sul- 
phate of quinine; notwithstanding which, although the treat- 
ment was continued fifteen days, the disease did not terminate 
by resolution, and some days later the following phenomena 
were observed: The knee presented considerable tumefaction, 
and a sensibility so great that the slightest pressure produced 
the most acute pain; there was flexion of the leg upon the 
thigh, and the knee exhibited a manifest deformity; the supe- 
rior extremity of the leg was carried outwards, and the skin 
was of a violet red. To the touch a sensation was imparted 
as of foreign bodies contained in the articulation in the midst 

4 
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of a liquid; an exploring puncture proved this to be of a sero- 
sanguinolent nature. 

A white swelling in its commencement was diagnosed, and 
treated by cauterization and vesicatories, without any amelior- 
ation of the symptoms. ‘The nitrate of silver ointment was 
now used for about fifteen days, when the local symptoms 


were so greatly diminished that the patient got up and com- 
menced walking without the use of crutches, and continued 
rapidly to improve until the articulation recovered its form, 
volume, and healthy movements. 


M. Petzold, of Fohrenberg, in an article on the treatment 
of intermittent fever among very young children, suggests 
nothing which is not familiar to American physicians, save, 
probably, his formula for disguising the taste of quinine, which 
may be of some value: 

FR. Clarified honey, 45 grammes; 

Sulph. quinine, 75 ceatigrammes; 

Aromatic sulphuric acid, dilute, 4 grammes. 
Mix the ingredients thoroughly, of which a teaspoonful is to be 
given every two hours, shaking it previous to administration. 
Even this honey will still retain a little bitterness, though chil- 
dren usually take it without any great repugnance. For very 
young children, the sulphuric acid may be replaced by com- 
mon water. One or even two teaspoonfuls should be admin- 
istered every hour during both night and day to children of 
some size. 


Remedy for Toothache—To a hundred grammes of sulphuric 
ether, in which as large a quantity as possible of camphor has 
been dissolved, add two or three drops of ammonia; thus is 
obtained a camphorated ammoniacal ether, which, if applied 
to carious teeth, immediutely relieves the pain. M. Cottereau, 
who is the author of the preparation, has used it in great num- 
vers of cases with invariable success. The ether evaporates 
so rapidly that a layer of camphor is left in the dental cavity, 
which, although too light to incommode as a foreign body, is 
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sufficient to protect the denuded nerve from the air. Besides 
this, the ammonia acts as a cautery. The solution should be 
kept in a perfectly closed glass bottle. 


Although M. Récamier published the result of some re- 
searches on hydatids of the liver as early as 1825, it is in an 
inaugural dissertation of M. Barrier that we find the complete 
history, and the establishment, after numerous facts, of the 
symptomatology, march and termination of this affection. An 
interesting case of opening of a hydatid cyst into the intestine 
occurred a short time since im the service of M. Vigla, at the 
Hétel Dieu, a rapid and succinct analysis ef which may not 
be out of place. A man 28 years old, of good constitution, 
lymphatic, has been troubled three or four times in the space of 
two years with very violent colic, from his description of 
which it seems much like bilious colic, each attack of which 
lasted from four to five days, and terminated without any other 
treatment except rest in bed, diet, and emollient applications to 
theabdomen. Fifteen days ago he had an attack more violent 
than any of the preceding, for which he entered the hospital, 
where the pains augmented in intensity during the early part 
of his stay, became more acute upon pressure, and were felt 
especially over the liver; while in the right hypochondriac 
region, and under the inferior border of the false ribs, a toler- 
rably voluminous, deeply seated and resisting tumor was ob- 
served, around which the abdominal parietes, although tense, 
were smooth and not sensibly elevated or distended by their 
contents. One morning, after a paroxysm of the most violent 
pains, the patient was seized with a copious diarrhoea, and 
almost immediately found himself relieved of all symptoms of 
disease. ‘The matter which he had passed, preserved and pre- 
sented at the visit, contained a great quantity of membranous 
pellicles, opaline, of different sizes, which on an attentive ex- 
amination were soon recognised as hydatid remains. The 
next day and the day after, the colics were renewed, and 
each time followed and relieved by the expulsion of similar 
‘matter in large quantities, accompanied by a mucous diarrhea. 
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In the space of three days, these accidents were repeated five 
times, and uniformly terminated in the same way. To-day 
the patient is in a satisfactory state, complaining of no meee 
pain; the tension of the abdomen has diminished, and the 
deep-seated tumor, detected at first when the abdominal walls 
were depressed, is now no longer to be felt. 

There had evidently been here a hydatid tumor of the liver, 
which discharged itself into the digestive tube. According to 
the light furnished by pathological anatomy and the results of 
post mortem examinations in analogous cases, we are forced 
to admit the existence of adhesions which were formed be- 
tween the walls of the cyst and those of the intestine; which 
ieads to the inquiry, to what part of the intestine were these 
idhesions formed, and into what part of the digestive tube did 
the tumor open? It ts possible for this to be either in the large 
or small intestines, and the transverse portion of the colon is 
but a smail distance farther from the liver than the duodenum. 
\s a characteristic symptom. there is nothing to determine 
the diagnosis, while at the same time there are circumstances 
which militate in favor of the one opinion rather than the 
other. In considering the relations of the small intestine with 
the liver, we see that it was that portion of the intestine which 
corresponds to the point of the liver towards which the cyst 
had a tendency to transport itself—that is to say, the anterior 
and inferior portion. But the circumstance which induces us 
more readily to believe the opening of the cyst was into the 
duodenum is. that during the progress of the case entire hy- 
datids were never met with in the stools, but only the remains 


of hydatid membranes. Now, cysts of this nature contain 


most frequently a greater or less number of these acephalo- 
cysts of every size; and if the cyst had opened into the colon, 
it would have been almost impossible for some of the least 
voluminous hydatids not to have passed entire with the dis- 
charges; whereas the length of the passage they were obliged 
to make, if the tumor opened into the duodenum, and the com- 
mencement of digestion, mixed with the chyme, the trituration 
to which the hydatids in the small intestine were necessarily 





Foreign Correspondence. 317 


submitted, sufficiently explain the state of disorganization in 
which they were discharged. The patient is now (December 
8th) in a satisfactory condition—a result hardly to have been 
expected, for, as remarked by M. Barrier, the issue of such 
cases is most frequently in death. The treatment must of ne- 
cessity be simply palliative. 


M. Briquet, in the treatment of chlorosis, uses sulphate of 
iron, because of its solubility, in preference to the subcarbon- 
ate of the same substance. The following is his method of 
administering the remedy: Sulphate of iron 1 gramme, dis- 
tilled water 180 grammes; m. et f. dissolve s.a. Of this the 
dose is a tablespoonful morning and evening. Each spoonful 
contains seven centigrammes or about one grain and a half of 
the salt of iron. The above quantity of the solution is sufh- 
cient for daily administration for the space of a week. As to 
the subcarbonate, much iarger doses of that may be adminis- 
tered; two grammes and upwards have been given without 
any unpleasant effects. 


Dr. Guérard has been in the habit of employing with great 
success, in the chronic diarrhceas which accompany phthisis 
or enteritis, and which succeed typhoid fever, injections of the 
following: Common water 1 litre (about a quart English), ni- 
trate of silver 50 centigrammes. Previous to adding the salt 
to the measure of water, it is easier to dissolve it in a small 
quantity of distilled water. The patient may without the 
slightest inconvenience retain or discharge the injection that 
has been administered, the effect of the argentic salt being the 
same in either case. M. Guérard has had no occasion to de- 
plore unpleasant accidents from its use. 


I promised, in my communication by the steamer of the 5th 
of January, that at a future time I would complete the history 
of the case at the Hétel Dieu, in which ligation of the femoral 
artery was practised by M. Roux, for a tumor situated at the 
head of the tibia, soon after which hemorrhage supervened 

4* 
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and the man died. The post mortem revelations, which ex- 
hibit an error in the diagnosis of the distinguished surgeon. 
and the correctness of the Gazette des Hépitaux. in its criti- 
cisms on the case, are as follows;—previous to giving which. 
however, I will briefiy describe the condition of the patient 
up to the time of his death: 

The operation was performed on the 19th of November. 
four days after which the first dressings were removed. when 
the condition of the patient was most satisfactory, the numb- 
ness which was so disagreeable at first being almost gone. 
and the temperature of the member nearly that of the healthy 
limb. Sixteen days after the ligature was applied a very 
considerable hemorrhage occurred, which was partially ar- 
rested by one of the hospital pupils until M. Roux arrived. 
who, considering the extreme feebleness of the patient from 
the loss of blood, and his unwillingness to submit to another 
operation, as well as for other reasons, contented himself with 
simply ligaturing the free extremity of the artery a few lines 
above the point of section, instead of, as might have been done 
under cther circumstances, erlarging the opening in order to 
apply a ligature beyond the point where the arterial tissues 
were inflamed. Unhappily, while ligaturing the artery, a large 
venous trunk was wounded, which circumstance, in con- 
junction, perhaps, with the evil condition to which the patient 
had been brought by the loss of blood, developed a_ phlebitis, 
a purulent diathesis, and the patient died on the morning ot 
the 11th of December. 

At the autopsy, abscesses were found in the spleen and liver. 
pus existed in the right femoro-tibial articulation, and the tibia 
itself was so profoundly altered that a quick jerk was sufficient 
to fracture it. The arterial extremity was still well clasped 
by the last ligature, and no traces of a second hemorrhage 
were observable. A section of the tibia perpendicular to its 
length, made on a level with the superior layers of the bone, 
showed a healthy osseous tissue; but a longitudinal section 
revealed a cegeneration evidently encephaloid, presenting 
here and there gelatinous-like points, having destroyed the 
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compact lamella-of the bone, and constituting the two tumors, 
or rather the bi-lobed tumor of which I spoke, and in which 
were felt, before the operation, beats synchronous with the 
pulsations of the heart. The cartilages at the articulation of 
the knee had not undergone any alterations of a grave or im- 
portant character. 

This case, evidently beyond the resources of art, affords me 
an opportunity of giving the four forms of cancer of the bones 
distinguished by M. Nélaton, in doing which, you will not 
consider me as attempting didactic pathology, but as simply 
endeavoring, by translating the remarks of one of the latest and 
most distinguished writers on this subject, to throw light upon a 
point so difficult and obscure, that a surgeon whose merits no 
one will question was hi.uself guilty of an error in diagnosis, 

ist. In the first form, within the interior itself of the osseous 
tissue, nuclei of cancerous matter or tissue are found, in cavities 
which they exactly fill; the tissue of the bone has completely 
disappeared at the points invaded by tke accidental growth, 
and there is a loss of osseous substance both in its spongy and 
compact portion, while in the neighborhood of this loss the bone 
appears to have undergone no alteration, and scarcely more 
vascularity is remarked than is observed in the normal state 
of the bone. In proportion as the disease progresses, the can- 
cerous mass becomes developed, and forms a prominence 
more or less considerable on the surface of the bone, which, | 
may note, was the case in the patient at the Hétel Dieu. If 
the production occupies a long bone and corresponds to its 
diaphysis, it is not uncommon to see the cancerous growth 
extend towards the medullary canal, whose membrane offers 
no resistance, and thus form a tumor which mounts into the 
interior much higher than its seat or volume would lead one 
to suppose—a disposition which it is important to bear in 
mind in cases where it is desirable to resort to amputation of 
the limb. 

2d. In the second form, which is allied more especially to 
the osteo-sarcoma of authors, the tissue of the bone has suffered 
a profound modification, and generally presents a voluminous 
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tumor, a section of which exposes a great number of cellules, 
very irregular both in form and dimensions, filled with cancer. 
ous matter in different stages of softening, while there seems 
also to be a tenuity of the osseous tissue in the cellules of 
which the cancerous matter is deposited. 

3d. The third form is that in which a cancerous mass com- 
mences in the interior of a bone, develops itself by little and lit- 
tle, and pressing eccentrically the osseous matter, which yields 
in a slow and gradual manner, becoming thinner and thinner 
until at length it presents only a very friable shell, in which is 
contained the cancerous matter; this is the spina ventosa ot 
writers. In this variety, when the tumor is sufficiently volu- 
minous, the shel! becomes perforated, the cancerous matter 
escapes by the aperture, forms a prominence under the skin, 
and goes on like other cancers. 

4th. The tumor is attached to the exterior of the bone, cov- 
ered by periosteum, and has been called fungous tumor of the 
periosteum; though it is easy to see that the osseous tissue is 
itself altered; in fact, a collection of osseous prolongations ex- 


tremely fine and flexible are found, which may be compared 
to hair implanted on the surface of the bone. These points or 
prolongations are united in the form of a wick or cord, in the 
intervals and on the surface of which the cancerous matter is 


deposited. 

One sees, adds M. Nélaton, that widely marked differences 
exist between these forms of cancer of the bones, while at the 
same time they exhibit the characters proper to cancerous 
affections. ‘Thus, whatever may be its original form, the tu- 
mor constantly increases, softens, ulcerates, almost always 
reproduces itself after removal, and eventually produces the 
cancerous cachexia, 

An important remark to be made relative to these tumors 
is, that they never attack the cartilaginous tissue, and that 
when the cancer has commenced near the articular extremity 
of a bone, the diarthrodial cartilage is always found untouched, 
notwithstanding the complete degeneration of the epiphysis 
which supported it. Whenever the cancerous growth extends 




















Foreign Correspondence. 321 


into the articulation, it is by a point where the bone is cov- 
ered only by periosteum and the synovial membrane. 

I have very much abridged the anatomical history of this 
disease of the bones, and will close with a few remarks on the 
progress and symptomatology of these tumors. They may 
show themselves without having been preceded or accompa- 
nied by pain; all that occurs, probably, being that at the 
moment of their development the patient may experience acute 
but transient pains, perhaps spontaneous, sometimes following 
fatigue or a sudden movement. Nothing is determined as re- 
gards their progress, which at times is slow, and again remark- 
ably rapid. Finally, and this should render one reserved in 
the exact diagnosis, it inust not be forgotten that certain can- 
cers of the bones present beats synchronous with the arterial 
pulsations—beats which do not consist ina simple rising, but 
in a true expansive movement, such as is met with in aneu- 
rismal tumors. ‘The ear often detects a bruit de souffle, less 
distinct, however, than that of aneurismal tumors; this bruit 
de souffle is not constant, and in the case just related in the 
service of M. Roux it did not exist. As a diilerential diagnosis, 
one will note, when he has been able to observe these tumors 
from their commencement, that pulsations are felt in aneurisms 
from the beginning, whereas in cancers they are perceived 
only at a period when the accidental tissue has become very 
vascular—that is to say, at an advanced period of their 
formation. 


At the Hospital St. Louis, in July last, there was a case of 
inguinal hernia reduced spontaneously by the application of a 
cataplasm. As the case is a singular one, I have thought it 
sufficiently interesting to translate from the report contained 
in one of the recent numbers of the Gazette des Hépitaux: 

On the 2d of July, 1846, a man aged 51 years, a shoemaker; 
of good and robust constitution, entered the wards of M. Mal- 
gaigne, having a hernia of the left side, of three years’ stand- 
ing, which had increased gradually and insensibly in volume 
from the size of a billiard ball to that of a man’s fist; it was 
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seated in the groin at first, but finally extended into the sero. 
tum. The hernia returned easily, but escaped upon the leas 
exertion; a bandage was applied, but the patient neglected to 
wear it constantly, and in the end left it off altogether. Nei- 
ther of the parents of the patient has had a hernia; one of his 
brothers has; the patient himself has labored under a cough 
for four years, to which cause he ascribes the development ot 
the hernia. ‘Tuesday, 30th June, while coughing, the hernia 
escaped; this time the attempts of the patient to return it were 
unavailing; he had severe attacks of colic during the nights of 
Tuesday and Wednesday, and vomited at three different times, 
at first food, afterwards a greenish colored liquid. Wednesday 
morning the patient succeeded in effecting a reduction of the 
tumor; several times during the day his bowels were moved; 
the condition of things continued so pleasant that he resumed 
his work without applying the bandage, which was old, worn 
outand useless, Thursday at 2 o’clock, while going down stairs, 
the hernia again made its appearance, accompanied by severe 
pats in the belly, similar to those felt on Tuesday, but with- 
out vomiting. All attempts at reduction were ineffectual; the 
patient had been to stool in the morning; he had breakfasted 
at 10 o’clock, but was unable to take any more food during 
the day; at 5, p. m. he entered the hospital, when an inguinal 
hernia of the left side, which appeared to be strangulated, was 
observed. Ordered a warm bath, during which taxis was 
practised by the interne without success, after which a purga- 
tive injection was prescribed. 

M. Malgaigne being sent for arrived at 10 o’clock in the 
evening, and detected the following state of things: A pytt 
form tumor, of the size of the fist, occupying the left side and 
descending into the scrotum, whose largest extremity was be- 


low the smaller or contracted portion looking towards the 
inguinal ring; the skin which covered it was warm, smooth, 
shining, much distended, and slightly red in the part occupied 
by the sack; the tumor was painful on pressure, hard, resist- 
ing, and very heavy; perfectly dull; projected forwards so as 


to displace the penis towards the right side; surface uniform: 
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its pedicle or constricted part seemed like a very hard cord of 
the size of three fingers, occupying the inguinal canal. The 
hernia was very distinct from the testicle, which occupied the 
lower part of the scrotum; it was separated from this organ by 
a furrow or contraction situated at the distance of two fingers’ 
breadth from the base of the tumor. The abdomen was but 
slightly painful on pressure, except towards the left half, in 
the iliac fossa and the flank of the same side. No vomiting 
or disposition to vonsit; patient calm; pulse regular, 76; taxis 
painful and ineffectual; and the injection, although half an 
hour had elapsed since its administration, had produced no 
effect. A large cushion was applied under the hams of the 
patient, which maintained the thighs flexed upon the pelvis; 
the tumor was covered by a cataplasm, which was soon fol- 
lowed by marked relief; the patient falling asleep ond remain- 
ing so until 5 o’clock in the morning, when, awaking, he put 
his hand upon his groin, and was greatly astonished to find 
the hernia gone; it had returned entirely through the influence 
of the cataplasm, which proves the existence of an inflamed 
hernia. 

The reduction was in fact complete; in the forenoon the 
patient had an abundant stool; and the next day he left the 
hospital, provided with a bandage. ‘This fact exemplifies in a 
very striking manner the happy results sometimes obtained, in 
the most embarrassing cases, by the administration of the sim- 
plest remedies, after more active and rational methods have 
completely failed. 


Some weeks ago, in the wards of M. Louis, at the Hétel 
Dieu, there was a girl 18 years old, who about a month anda 
half previously had been delivered of an infant at full term; 
nothing peculiar was observed during or after the accouche- 
ment; the milk fever had been regular in force and duration; 
on the sixth day after her entrance into the hospital, intense 
febrile phenomena supervened, accompanied by pains in the 
hypogastric region, which yielded to the application of some 
leeches. The fever showed itself again in two days, associ- 
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ated with pains in the abdomen so severe as to draw cries 
from the patient. These had commenced at midnight the night 
before; they were greatly increased by pressure, and accom- 
panied by liquid stools, vomiting and extreme pallor of the 
face; notwithstanding which, M. Louis contented himself with 
prescribing sinapisms to the lower extremities, and two lauda- 
num injections of fifteen drops each. In half an hour after 
the visit, in addition to the colics, she suffered with pains 
commencing at the stomach and extending even to the throat. 
producing partial suffocation; considerable dyspnoea was ex- 
perienced, attended by extreme anxiety, and cadaverous hue 
of the face; the eyes were haggard; movements at times dis- 
ordered. It was evident that nervous symptoms were present, 
but arising from a cause which it was at the moment impos- 
sible to point out. r 

M. Louis found the condition of the patient the same the 
day following, and merely added to the former prescription 
an antispasmudic. At six o’clock in the evening, a total 
change had occurred: all the alarming phenomena had disap- 
peared; very little colic remained; respiration sufficiently free: 
pressure on the belly unaccompanied by pain; no tympanitis; 
no increase in the volume of the uterus; little fever; and the 
day after, the patient had appetite for food, desired to get 


up, and, save the excessive pallor of the face which still con- 


tinued, her condition was quite satisfactory. The next day 
and the day after passed without a renewal of the attacks; 
respiration still unembarrassed; the only phenomena remain- 
ing being considerable debility and extreme paleness. 

What has been the nature of this apparently formidable but 
transient aflection? The symptoms present indicated an ex- 
tremely acute peritonitis arising from an intestinal perforation, 
but there are many reasons which will cause this opinion to be 
repudiated: In the first place, extreme difliculty of respiration 
was observed, which is not usually found in these inflamma- 
tions of the peritoneum; and, what is of still more importance, 
the termination of the affection, the rapid disappearance of the 
phenomena, establish conclusively that there was no peritoni- 
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tis. For the same reasons, there could have been no metritis 
in the case; added to which it may be remarked that inflam- 
mation of the uterus never comes on so suddenly and with so 
alarming an assemblage of symptoms. Was it an attack of hys- 
teria of a peculiar nature? It is still difficult to admit this. 
In cases of this deseription, it is imprudent to give an imme- 
diate opinion, as M. Louis showed by reserving his until the 
following day, when, seeing that the suffocation and pains in 
the abdomen had entirely ceased, he concluded that all the 
symptoms were purely nervous, and had been produced by 
the presence of a clot formed suddenly, from some unknown 
cause, in one of the ventricles of the heart, which had given 
rise to considerable embarrassment in the circulation, and af- 
terwards in the general innervation of the economy; the clot 
having soon become dissolved or absorbed, the crisis had com- 
pletely passed over, not to be reproduced. 

About the same time, phenomena sim:lar to those just de- 
tailed were observed in the wards of M. Rostan, in the case 
of a young woman who was not in the puerperal condition like 
the former, but who, while enjoying the most perfect health, 
felt herself so violently oppressed, that, to use her own words, 
“she thought she could not live an hour.” At the same time 
that she was a prey to this sense of suffocation, the most dis- 
tressing pains in the abdomen and chest were experienced, 
those in the precordial region being most severe. The first 
attacks came on three weeks ago, since which time the same 
symptoms have repeatedly shown themselves, and during the 
intervals—that is, during the moments of calm—the pulse is 
so small and threadlike that it can hardly be felt at the wrists. 
The abdominal and precordial pains persist, though less severe ; 
auscultation of the chest reveals a normal vesicular respiration, 
while the pulsations of the heart are dull, deep, difficult to dis- 
tinguish clearly, joined to a bruit de souffle which predominates 
over the respiratory sound; marked dullness from the third to 
the seventh rib upon percussion, except which, all the func- 
tions are properly executed; there being no marked thirst. 
cephalalgia, heat of the skin, or sweatings: appetite and diges- 

5 
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tion good; stools healthy; the menstrual flow has not appear- 
ed for three months. 

Concerning this patient M. Rostan made the following ob- 
servations: It is clear that this was an acute malady, seated, 
where? All the indications show that it was in the heart or 
its envelops: but was it a pericarditis, or an inflammation of 
the heart itself? The professor is inclined to the latter opin- 
1on; but itis nevertheless proper to remark, that carditis alone 
does not explain all the phenomena observed; there must have 
been something else, which is found in inflammation of the in- 
ternal membrane. destenated by Broussais internal carditis, 
and by late writers cndocardilis, which mduced the foriation 
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ieir retention in the cavities of the heart. 
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In cases of this description, the advantages of sanguine de- 
pletion are numerous. When the pulse is o. that 1educed size 


already alluded to, bleeding develops it by dissipating the in- 


flammation: while another effect is the diminution of the 
ticity of the blood, in consequence of which the tender 
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It is to be remarked that although these two cases are not 
without certain analogies, still there ts a very great dilicrence 
between them. In that of Louis, the brief duration of the 
symptoms forbids the supposition, that the clot could have 
formed in the heart in consequence of an inflammation of the 
substance of the organ. What then could have been the de- 
termining cause of this coagulation of the blood? Evidently 
it is beyond our power to say in a positive manner, though, 
since it is reduced to hypothesis, there is nothing to hinder the 
search for the cause of the phenomena in the nervous system. 
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If nervous congestions are admitted to be possible, and to be 
capable of being the cause of real disorders, who will oppose, 
in a case of this kind, our ascribing to a disturbence of the 
veneral innervation a disorder, of which the occasional eanuse 
escapes our notice, viz., the formation of a clot in one of the 
ventricles of the heart ? 

I pass to the third case, the subject of which was a woman 
aged 18 years, a milliner, who had been constipated for some 
days, without either much pain in the abdomen, sensibility on 
pressure, rumbling of the intestines—in a word, without any- 
thing which indicated a typhoid state. The respiratory mur- 
mur was normal throughout the lung, save at the right side. 
where, in a limited point, a light bruit de souffle, perhaps phys- 
iological, was detected; the sensibility of the abdomen was 


¢ 


obtuse, which is explained by the obstinate 
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ting now eight days, at which time her imenstrual discharge 
being present, was suddenly checked after exposure to cold. 
which is the only cause the patient is able to! assign for her 
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lection; intense cephalalgia is the only phenomenon on 


part of the nervous system; dullness of the heart in its normal 
limits; pulsations strong; the first sound accompanied by a 
distinct souffle; pulse from 104 to 108. Venesection to four 
hundred grammes. 

The next day M. Rostan saw the patient, and adopting the 
ideas of his chef de clinique, (who had ordered the first bleed- 
ing,) relative to 2 probable inflammation of the heart, pre- 
scribed another venesection, which furnished a clot with a 
firm, thick, bully coat: cups were applied in the evening; the 
bruit de souffle had diminished perceptibly under the influence 
of the general and local depletion, each of which had been 
practised three times in four days, and at the end of five days 
no traces of the bruit de souffle reinained. Rostan thinks there 
Was in this case clearly an inflammation of the internal mem- 
brane of the heart, perhaps of the tissue itself of the organ, 
supervening without any appreciable cause, and neither ac- 
companied, as in the preceding cases, by the formation of 
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clots, nor by that reduction of the pulse so remarkable in the 
second, and so characteristic of it. 


A case of inflammation of the subcutaneous cellular tissue oj 
the right leg occurred in the wards of M. Gerdy, at La Char- 
ité Hospital, a few days ago, which was successfully treated 
by simply elevating the member, a brief outline of which I be- 
lieve will be found interesting. ‘The patient was a young man 
of a good constitution, who presented, at the time of his ad- 
mission into the hospital, a commencing phlegmon which as 
vet offered no appreciable fluctuation; the skin was red and 
hot; the tumor was quite prominent, and, without doubt, was 
produced by an inflammation of the subcutaneous cellular t's- 
sue; already it involved a large portion of the right leg. M. 
Gerdy placed the affected limb in such a position that the foot 
was considerably elevated above the plane of the pelvis, and 
under this treatment alone in a short time the inflammatory 
action diminished in intensity, the redness and heat became 
less, resolution was effected rapidly, and a complete recovery 


resulted. 


Dr. Rayer, of whom I spoke in a previous letter, has been 
in the habit of using, with most satisfactory results, the oil ot 
croton tiglium in frictions on the anterior surface of the tho- 
racic cavity, in those persons who were laboring under pul- 
monary tuberculization. According to this able practitioner, 
twenty-four drops of the oil may be used for each frictiou 
with impunity. It is used by pouring a little at a time on the 
chest, and then rubbing it with the naked palm of the hand; 
this is followed, as is well known, by the development of pim- 
ples or buttons on the breast, which the hand escapes, owing, 
perhaps, to the absence of follicles and the greater thick- 
ness of the epidermis on its palmar portion. The employ- 
ment of the croton oil in this way and in this quantity affords 
notable relief to the dyspnoea, the nocturnal agitation, and the 
fever which so cruelly torment patients of this kind; and it 1s 
to be regretted that the high price of the article places it be- 
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yond the reach of the indigent, and must seriously limit its 
application in such affections. 

Here I may mention that a medical friend from New York, 
now in Paris, has assured me that, during the last four or five 
years, he has applied the croton oil in frictions to the anterior 
and superior surface of his chest whenever he has been trou- 
bled with 2 cold which aflected especially the bronchia, and 
that it has always afforded relief within twenty-four hours. 
He thinks the pustules form more readily if the part has pre- 
viously been washed well with warm water, and afterwards 
rubbed with a rag saturated with spirits of camphor. Previ- 
ously to commencing frictions with the oil, which he usually 
does in the evening before going to bed, he takes care to place 
ahandkerchief between the thorax and his under-shirt, in 
order to prevent the latter from becoming soiled when the 
pustules break. 


Dr. Rognetta says that he cannot too highly recommend in 
smallpox the application of mercurial ointment, solidified by 
the aid of starch or flour, which he renews once or twice 
during the day. A thick layer of the pommade is spread with 
the finger on the forehead, cheeks, lips, eves, nose, ears, ete. 
The buttons are aborted in these regions, the eyes are per- 
fectly preserved; the face, nose and lips do not experience 
that horrible and acutely painful swelling which belongs to 
confluent vartola, and the patients feel themselves refreshed 
by each application of the mercurial ointment; in a word, it is 
positive that this agent is really a precious remedy, not only 
as a preservative against cicatrices, but, what is still more 
useful, as a true safeguard to the eyes, and a preventive of the 
distressing pains of which the patients complain so much. 
These results have been proved by M. Rognetta in the wards 
of M. Briquet at La Charité; besides which he advises blood- 
lettin in adults in smallpox, adding that he has seen venesec- 
tion practised in the hospitals in Italy, especially at the com- 
mencement of the affection, not only once, but four, five, and 
even six times, with the happiest effects. If the termination 
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of the disease is fatal, it is because of the disease itself, and not 
the bleeding. He treats the fear of purulent absorption as a 
mere vagary, and considers that abstraction of blood cannot 
but facilitate the march of the eruption. Of course among 
children the use of the lancet is inadmissible. 


M. Pelouze, at a late meeting of the Academy of Sciences. 
made some remarks concerning a letter of Prof. Liebig rela- 
tive to certain new researches in animal chemistry. M. Liebig, 
after washing large quantities of hashed meat and collecting 
the water used in the operation, has detected in the muscular 
flesh the constant presence of an acid which was first discov- 
ered in milk, and hence called lactic acid; this acid thus spread 
through the flesh is separated from the blood only by fine and 
permeable membranes. Prof. Liebig finds in the approxima- 
tion of this acid and the alkaline principle of the blood the pre- 
vious cause of the electrical currents discovered in the muscles 
by M. Matteucci. While performing these delicate manipula- 
uons, Liebig has met with a substance, the knowledge of which: 
is due to M. Chevreul, and which he designates by the name 
of creantine. It is found in very small quantities, but its exist- 
ence is constant. It has been detected in the flesh of the ox. 
calf, sheep, hog, horse, hare, fowl, and pike fish. Is it to the 
creantine that the soup of meat owes the nutritive qualities 
which are possessed by soups obtained from no other parts o! 
the animal organization but the muscles. Liebig considers 
that it is the creantine which plays the most important part in 


the living economy. 


M. Pellerin has just communicated some new and striking 
views respecting sea-sickness. He maintains that the opinions 
that attribute this affection to a congestion of the brain, and to 
a disturbance in the abdominal viscera produced by the motion 
of the vessel, are alike groundless. According to M. Pellerin. 
the heaving and rolling of a vessel produce a derangement in 
the circulation, which causes sea-sickness; the result of this 
derangement is not, as is stated by Wollaston, a congestion 
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of the brain, but, on the contrary, this organ is deprived of 
that amount of blood necessary for its stimulation. The sen- 
sations of sea-sickness are much like those experienced when 
a patient has been bled to the point of syncope. In support 
of his view of the pathology of this affection, M. Pellerin men- 
tions, what every one who has been sea-sick knows, that its 
violence is greatly lessened by assuming the horizontal posi- 
tion, a circumstance which, I need hardly say, is witnessed also 
in cases of syncope. In pregnant women, the uterus requiring 
a larger amount of blood than under other circumstances, the 
brain is deprived of a portion of that which it ordinarily re- 
ceives, and thus nausea is produced, between which and the 
sensations of sea-sickness Mons. P. draws an analogy, strongly 
supported by the fact, that the nausea of pregnancy is rare 
while the female is lying in bed, but is frequently felt when 
she gets up. Adopting this as the correct opinion in relation 
to sea-sickness, the remedies should be everything calculated 
io determine blood to the head, such as belts around the body, 
etc. He further suggests that persons who are troubled with 
u tendency to a flow of blood to the head should try sea-sick- 
ness as a remedy; and certainly, if he is right in his theory. 
his suggestion is not unsupported by reason. 





















Knowing that the journals, medical and political, abound in 
accounts of the use of vapor of ether, I content myself with 
simply saying, that the evidences in its favor are so irresisti- 
ble, that no observer can withstand the conviction of the pow 
ers attributed to it by American and English surgeons; and 
that where there was at first the most unscientific opposition 
to its use, there is now the utmost eagerness to promulgate its. 
| may say, blessed properties. Froma Paris English paper | 
clip the following extract, containing the statement of M. Ger- 
dy, made before the Academy of Sciences at its last meeting. 
relative to the effects of the inhalation upon himself: 

After stating that he inhaled the ether through the tube of a 
bottle containing about three pints, he says: “ The irritation 
which I felt at first in the throat made me cough; but being 
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resolved to resist, [ soon triumphed over this little obstacle. 
The irritation and cough gave way as the inhalation contin. 
ued. I next experienced a numbness of the head, attended 
with heat, as if the vapor of alcoholic and intoxicating liquor 
was mounting to the brain. This numbness extended rapidly 
first to the feet, and then to the legs and arms, and next to 
the loins, and increased rapidly with each inspiration. In the 
organs of sensation it was attended with an agreeable feeling 
of heat. and of a vibration similar to that which we experi- 
ence in touching a vibrating bedy, such, for instance, as a 
large bell when struck by its hammer. When these two sen- 
sations reached their maximum, I experienced an impression 
both agreeable and voluptuous, like that of intoxication, — It is 
the numbness of which I speak that diminishes the pain in op-, 
erations, Aly sight was not sensibly benumbed; the hearing 
was more so, and it became more and more feeble as the in- 
toxication increased. I convinced myself, however, that the 


smell, the taste. and the touch, properly speaking, were not 
properly Ss} 
! 


paralyzed by the general numbness which came over me; but 
my eyelids became heavy, and I felt a desire to give myseli 
up to the charms of my intoxication.” 

Liston and Fercuson. of London, have employed the vapor 
preparatory to their operations with most decided success. 
several of their patients having been wholly unconscious oi 
paia. 


A correction.—In my last letter (pages 229, °30, March num- 


rect report of Béhrier’s lecture on smallpox. 1 find the error 

corrected in another report of the lecture. For “variola,” 

“ varioloid” should be substituted, and the sentence will then 

read, You very rarely find umbilical pustules in varioloid. 
Paris, January 26, 1847. 








Case of Poisoning. 


Art. 111.—A Case of Poisoning by the Seeds of the Datura Stramonium. By Dr. 
D. G. Grecory, of Rutersville, Texas. 


On the morning of the 15th of August last, before I had 
risen frdin bed, Mr. H. was at my door requesting me to visit 
his negro man, who, he said, was laboring under the eflects 
of poison. When | arrived at his house, 1 found the man in 
the following condition: Skin a little below the natural tem- 
perature, pulse slow and somewhat intermittent, pupils dilated. 
breathing difficult; patient said he could not distinguish a man 
from a horse at a distance of twenty paces. I gave him a 
dose of olive oil, ordered the pediluvium, put a blister on his 
stomach, and gave him warm brandy toddy. The symptoms 
soon changed for the better, and he improved in appearance 
until about 6 o’clock, p. m., when I was hastily summoned to 
the patient again. His symptoms now had assumed the most 
alarming character, and it was with the utmost difficulty that 
I succeeded, by the use of s.rong stimulants and rubifacients, 
in restoring the natural warmth. This, however, was done. 
and being kept up until the next day, the patient was so far 
restored that no more medicine was required, and he soon 
recovered. 

The history of the case, as related by the patient and his 
master, was as follows: A few months previously he had been 
seriously injured in one of his testicles by the falling of a tree, 
for which he was attended by a physician in the neighborhood, 
who, called into the service of the United States, left his pa- 
tient not entirely well. The patient had been told by some 
travelers that the Jamestown weed would cure him, and they 
advised him to use the seeds. Accordingly he ate a quantity 
in the evening, and next morning was taken sick; his master, 
supposing it was an attack of fever, sent a messenger for a 
physician, but soon discovered symptoms of poisoning, and 
commenced giving ipecac. and castor oil largely. Some pe- 
culiarities marked the first symptoms: at breakfast he was 
given a cup of coffee, around which he danced and frolicked 
until he spilled the coffee and broke the cup. He was next 
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sent to the field to gather and shell a sack of corn; he pulled 
the corn and placed it in a pile, around which he jumped and 
danced until he became insensible and began to froth at the 
mouth and nose. ‘The vomiting and purging had been kept 
up until I saw him, during which time he discharged a great 
many 

about two months ago, that the disease of 


snare i id 
rot entirely ii. as it 





Ant. IV.—A Case of Spontancous Combustion. Communicated to Prof. Yandel! 
by Tuomas S. Foster, Student of Medicine in the University of Louisville. 


Sinz Your remarks on spontaneous combustion brought to 
my memory a case which occurred in Shelby county not many 
weeks since, and which excited much remark in the neigbor- 
hood, ‘The particulars were as follows: A negro man seventy 
years old. who had been a hard drinker for fitty years, was 
found on his bed, one morning in September, partly consumed 
by fire. His body was charred, and looked like a lump of 


, While his extremities were untouched, and the bed and 
bedelothes but little burned, A woman, who slept in an ad- 


joining room, heard no noise in the night, and found him m 


the condition just deseribed when she entered his room in the 

morning, If there was a fire in his room at all, it was a small 

one, as the weather was mild at the time. From all the cir- 

‘umstances attending it, | suppose this may be set down as a 

ease of spontaneous combustion in the human subject. 
November, 1846, 
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Art. V.—Materia Medica and Therapeutics; including the Preparations of the 
Pharmacopaias of London, Edinburgh, Dublin and of the United States: with many 
New Medicines. By J. Forres Royitr, M.D., F.R.S., Late of the Medicat 
Staff of the Bengal Army; Member of the Medical and Chirurgical Society of 
London: of the Medical aud Physical Society of Calcutta; and of the Royal 
Medical Society of Edinburgh, ete.: Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics, King’s College, London. Edited by Joseru Carsoy, M.D., Professor 
of Materia Medica in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy; Member ‘of the 
American Philosophical Society, ete. ete.: With ninety-eight [lustrations. pp 
690. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard. 1847. 


This is a neat, well executed volume of nearly seven hun- 
dred pages, with a full index. and presents a condensed view 
of Materia Medica. -As a text-book for students it strikes us 
as being just the volume wanted in this country. Percira is too 
voluminous for this class of readers. and no work now occurs 
to us as so well adapted to their wants as the one the title of 
which stands at the head of this article. 

The author has adopted the natural history arrangement, in 
preference to the one which classifies medicines according to 
their operation. We do not conceive that this is the best: 
we should prefer the physiological arrangement, as giving at 
one view all the articles fitted to fulfil the same indication. 
But the objection which might have been raised to his work 
on this account the author has obviated, by giving at the end 
of the volume a list of all the medicines noticed in it, arrang- 
ed with reference to their therapeutical effects. By referring te 
these tables the student may soon fx in his mind the remedies 
belonging to the same class. . 

The volume opens with definitions such as the student 
needs at the threshhold of his studies, and this is followed by 
remarks on operations of pharmacy, which will be found 
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highly useful to the beginner. Taking up first the articles 
belonging to the inorganic kingdom, atmospheric air receives 
a brief consideration, and then follow oxygen, nitrogen, hy- 
drogen, water, sulphur, etc. In connection with sulphur, sul- 
phuric acid is described, and all that relates to its production 
and properties is presented in the narrowest practicable lim- 
its. The author has been able to carry his condensation far- 


ther, by adopting symbols and abbreviations. Thus, for sul- 
phuric acid, he gives S’ or SO? = 40, which tells its composi- 


tion and combining number; and in referring to it afterwards 
he uses S’ or Sul’ instead of writing out the word in full. In 
like manner N’ or nitric’, stands for nitric acid, and carb’ for 
carbonic acid, andso on, This is an excellent innovation, by 
which time is saved, and the size of the volume has been kept 
within better limits, As at once a specimen of the work, and 
containing what may be acceptable to our readers, we quote 


the article on the iodide of iron: 


Ferri lopium, L. E. (U.S.) 
lodide of Iron. Joduret and hydriodate of Iron. F.Yodure de Fer. G. Cisen lodur. 


Introduced into practice by Dr. A. 'T. Thomson. and des- 
cribed in his Obs. on the Prep. and Med. Employment of the 
lodurets and Hydriodate of Iron. 

Prop. lodide of Iron (Fe I+5 Aq.=199) is of a dark gray 
color, with somewhat of a metallic appearance; its taste Is 
acrid and styptic. It is often prepared in thin cakes, of a 
crystalline radiated structure and light gray color when frac- 
tured. If its solution be evaporated with as little contact of 
air as pos.ible, “green tabular crystals are formed.” Itis 
very deliquescent, and readily dissolved in water, as also in 
Alcohol. The solution, when pure, is colorless, and when 
diluted, is not disagreeable. Heated, it volatilizes and readily 
fuses; but is then easily decomposed, Iodine escaping in Va-, 
por, and Iron being left in the form of Sesquioxide. From 
the absorption of Oxygen, the same change takes place on 
exposure to the air: water is absorbed to the extent of form- 
ing a dark-coloured solution, in which some Sesquioxide of 
lron with a little free Iodine is held in solution, and a Sesqur 
oxide of Iron precipitated. It is difficult to preserve it even 
in solution, unless a coil of Iron wire, as suggested by Mr. 
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Squire, be introduced into it. Sugar also has been ascertained 
to have this preservative effect. Comp. Fe 14+163°3+ Aq. 
92°'7 = 100. 

Prep. L. E. Take Iodine 3 vj. (dry gr. 200, E.) Iron Fil- 
ings 31). (fine iron wire recently cleaned gr. 100, E.) Ag. dest. 
Oivss. (f¥ vj. E.) Mix the Iodme with Otv. of the water, add 
the Iron, heat them in a sand-bath (boil ina glass matrass, first 
gently, to avoid the expulsion of Iodine vapor, afterwards 
briskly till concentrated to one-sixth its volume, E.) till the 
solution becomes pale green, pour off the liquid, wash the re- 
sidue with the remaining boiling Aq. Oss. and add this to the 
other liquid, L. Filter. Evaporate to dryness in an iron 
vessel, at a temperature not exceeding 212°. (Put the filtered 
liquid quickly into an evaporator, with 12 times its weight of 
Quicklime round the basin, in an apparatus where it may be 
shut up in a small space, not in contact with the general at- 
mosphere. Heat the whole apparatus, till the water be eva- 
porated, F.) Preserve the product in (small, E.) well-closed 
vessels (excluded from the light, L.) . 

The Messrs. T. and H. Smith now make a solution of Iodide 
of Iron in a Florence flask with 3vj. of pure iron filings, ij. 
3ij. of Iodine and fZivss. of cold distilled water. Boil tll 
the liquid loses its color, and filter rapidly into another clean 
flask, and evaporate at a boiling heat. ‘They obtain the com- 
pound either as a crystalized hydrate, or m an amorphous 
anhydrous form, according to the extent of the evaporation, 
and enclose without the smallest delay in small well-corked 
bottles. Mr. Kop recommends triturating 4 parts of Iodine 
with 2 parts of water, in a large dish; then to add at once, 1 
part of iron filings in a state of fine division, and to continue 
the trituration. 

[U.S. lodine Zij. Iron Filings 3}. Water Oivss.]} 

Of these preparations that of E. P. is preferable. The so- 
lution, like that of all the protosalts of lron, is of a green co- 
lor, If this be quickly filtered and evaporated, and with as 
little access of air as possible, the salt may be obtained with- 
out much decomposition; but, as the iron is apt to pass read- 
ily to the state of Sesquioxide, it is best prepared according 
to the Messrs. Smith’s improved formula. As all the solid pre- 
parations are liable to change, they further recommend pow- 
dering their anhydrous Jodide as svon as it is taken from the 
llask,and then instantly to incorporate it with twice its weight 
of pure refined Sugar in powder, and to make it into a mass 
with honey. -4 grains will contain 1 grain of the lodide— 
Keep in shallow corked bottles in a layer of some powder. 

6 
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(P. J. iii. 490.) Mr. Kop’s preparation, it is said, may easily 
he administered in the form of pills.” . 


About a third of the volume is devoted to inorganic sub- 
stances, vegetable and animal materia medica claiming the 
larger portion. First some notice is taken of flowering plants 
their organs of vegetation and of reproduction, subjects of 
which medical students should possess some knowledge; then 
i very brief allusion is made to flowerless or cryptogamic 


plants, after which we have their classification, and a very 
interesting account of their proximate principles, their geo. 
sraphy, and the mode of collecting and drying them. The 
(licotyledonous plants are first considered, including, among 
others, hellebore, aconite, columba, cocculus Indicus, and 
poppy with all its products—substances as variant in.their 
therapeutical action as any belonging to medicine. This clas- 


sification, although inconvenient for reference, has this advan- 
tage, that it shows the botanical relations of the articles of 
the materia medica. We give an extract from this division 
of the work: 


“ Biirrneniacem. R. Brown. 

Theobroma Cacao, or Cacao-tree, though not officinal, is 
interesting in consequence of its seeds being largely employed 
in diet. ‘The tree is a native of Mexico, but extensively cul- 
tivated in the West India Islands, and remarkable for its large 
und oval, yellow, cucumber-like capsules, hanging from the 
sides of the trunk and branches. These are divided into five 
cells, each filled with 8 to 10 ovoid seeds, piled one upon an- 
other, and covered by a membranous and succulent ari. 
There are other varieties of these seeds or nibs, which are 
more or less esteemed. The kernels of the seeds yield by 
pressure about one half of their weight of a fatty oil, com- 
monly called Butter of Cacao,at one time much lauded for its 
medical properties. The seeds, pounded, digested, and boiled 
with water, with the oil skimmed off, and sweetened with sv- 
yar and milk, atlord a wholesome and agreeable beverage. 
The Cocao sold in the shops consists either of the roasted ker- 
nels and husks, or of the husks only, ground to powder. It 
is sometimes made from the cake left after expressing the oll 
from the beans. “Much of the cheap stuff sold under this 
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name, is very inferior, being made with damaged nuts that 
have been pressed for the oil,mixed with potato-flour, mutton 
suet, &c.”’ (Cooley.) Flake Cocao is Cocao ground, compress- 
ed, and flaked by machinery. Cuocotatrr, (from the Indian 
name chocolat) is made by triturating in a heated mortar the 
roasted seeds without the husks, 10 lbs. with an equal quantity 
of Sugar, and about 14 oz. of Vanilla, and 1 ounce of Cinna- 
mon (Cadet) into a paste, which is put up in various forms. 
“The mass of common Chocolate sold in England is prepared 
from the cake left after the expression of the oil, and this is 
frequently mixed with the roasted seeds of ground peas and 
maize,or potato-flour,to which a sufficient quantity of inferior 
brown sugar, or treacle and mutton suet is added, to make it 
adhere together. ( Cooley.) 

Action. Uses. Both cocao and chocolate form the basis of 
very nourishing and agreeable beverages (whence the name 
of Theobroma, or food for the gods) devoid of the stimulating 
properties of tea and coffee, but apt to disagree with some 
people and with many dyspeptics, in consequence of the quan- 
tity of oily matter they contain.” 


With another quotation we take leave of the work, recom- 
mending it cordially to the profession as not only one of the 
most tasteful and elegant, but as one of the most valuable that 
the subject has yet called forth. 


“Acwum Oxaticum. Oxalic Acid. Acid of Sugar. 

Oxalic acid (C2 O? + 3 Aq.= 63 when crystalized) has ob- 
tained its name from the foregoing plant. It is said to be con- 
tained in a free state in cicer arietinum, but is probably in the 
state of binoxalate. It is acid and powerful enough to blanch 
the boots in walking through a field of the plant. Some lich- 
ens contain a very large proportion of oxalate of lime. It is 
now obtained in the largest quantities from the action of nitric 
acid on several substances of the nature of sugar and starch, 
including these substances themselves. Hence it has been 
called acid of sugar. The nitric’ becoming decomposed, these 
substances lose their hydrogen, become oxidized and convert- 
ed into an acid, which is found to be composed of 2 Eq. of 
carbon united with 3 of oxygen. ‘This is soluble in about its 
own weight of hot, and about 8 times its weight of cold wa- 
ter, the solution being intensely acid. It readily crystalizes 
in quadrangular crystals, which are colorless and transpa. 
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rent, elongated, six-sided, and flattened, with two or four ter- 
minal previes, being derived from an oblique rhombic prism. 
The crystals eflloresce in a dry atmosphere, and melt in their 
water of crystalization, are volatilized by vB decomposed 
at a higher te mperature, and with the aid of sul’ into water. 

carb’, and carbonic oxide. Their acidity is powerful, acrid. 
and corrosive: hence it is a virulent poison. Nume rous fatal 
eases have occurred from the resemblance of its c rystals to 
to those of epsom salts, But they may readily be distineuish- 

ed by their crackling noise when dissolving in water; by the 
intensely acid taste and reaction of the solution; by its effer- 
vescing with the alkaline carbonates, which give a white pre- 
cipitate with epsom salts or sulphate of magnesia (p. 129). 
This is moreover yes sting uished by its nauseously bitter taste. 
The ervst s of ox’ also resemble those of sulphate of zine 
(p. 158). Orxalic’ is ies ished by its powerful wflinity for 
lune, s _" rating it even from sulphuric’. The oxalate of lime 
formed i soluble in an excess of acid. A soluble oxalate 
will be pare by the solution of a neutral salt of lime or of 
oxide of le: id. The acid may be separated from the lead by 
the action of sulphuretted Loin and then being filtered 
and evi apor: ated, it will crystalize. Insoluble oxalates, the 
bases of which form insoluble compounds with sul’, may be 
decomposed by the action of this acid, when the ox’ will be 
separated. 

Action. Uses, A virulent poison, which is very speedy in 
its action. Acute pain is immediately experienced, followed 
by vomiting. Great depression of the circulation ensues, ner- 
vous symptoms, such as great debility, numbness, etc., some- 
times followed by convulsions. **But death follows so speedily 
after the injection of large doses, few of those who have died 
survived above an hour, that the symptoms have not been fully 
made out.” Irritation and corrosion of the stomach are 
observed. 

Antidotes. Chalk, whiting, or magnesia, mixed up with 
water, should be administered as quickly as possible in large 
quantities. Evacuate the stomach. Large quantities of wa 
ter may be also useful.” 
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Art. VI.—A Practical Treatise on Inflammation, Ulceration and Induration of the 
Neck of the Uterus: with Remarks on the value of Leucorrhea and Prolapsus 
Uteri as Saar of Uterine Disease. _ By James Henry Benner, M. D., 
Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians; formerly House Physician (by 
concours) to the Hospitals St. Louis, Notre Dame de Ia Pitie, and la Salpetri- 
ere, Paris; formerly Vicepresident of the Parisian Medical Society, etc.; Grad- 
uate in the Faculty of Arts and in the Faculty of Sciences of the University of 
Paris. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard: 1847. 146 pages. 

The author of this little volume has enjoyed peculiar advan- 
tages for making himself familiar with the interesting affections 
of which it treats. Seven years he was connected with the 
Paris Hospitals, three as a pupil and four as a medical func- 
tionary, during which time his attention was directed espe- 
cially to uterine pathology. In the course of his investigations 
the truth was forced upon him that much as the diseases of 
the uterus had been studied, very much still remained to be 
elucidated. One point in particular, he says, attracted his at- 
tention, namely, * The nature, causes, and therapeutics of ul- 
ceration and induration of the neck of the uterus, the com- 
monest of all uterine lesions.” And in the work before us we 
have the fruits of his reflection and experience concerning 


’ 


these maladies, 

It is in France that diseases of the female organs of gene- 
ration are likely to be investigated with the greatest success. 
There, examinations by the fowcher and by the speculum are 
submitted to continually, when the uterine organs are the seat 
fany disorder however slight. In our country and in Eng- 
land such examinations are not made, unless there be serious 
oceasion for the step. What the result must be it is not diffi- 
cult to divine. Our knowledge of uterine diseases must neces- 
sarily advance slowly, if we are left to the few opportunities 
afforded us of inspecting their seat and character. No doubt 
the modesty of our females is excessive, but, great as might 
be the utility to obstetric medicine, we could not desire to see 
it so far relaxed as to permit the use of the speculum in every 
case where disease of the uterus was felt or imagined. Dr. 
Bennet is naturally a strong advocate for such examinations, 
and he cites cases to show that women sometimes suffer long 
because their medical attendants, from excessive delicacy, 

6 * 
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neglect the only means by which they can become informed 
as to the true nature of the affection. 

Chapter I treats of inflammation, ulceration, and induratioy 
of the cervix utert in women who have not borne children. 
Having adverted to the fact that the cervix uteri in the healthy 
condition is perfectly soft, smooth and unctuous to the touch, 
and entirely free from pain on pressure, he remarks that when 
inflamed it will be found hotter than the lower part of the va- 
gina, and destitute of its unctuous, greasy feel. When ulcer- 
ation is set up, it may be recognised, according to most pa- 
thologists, ‘* by its producing the sensation that a velvety sur- 
face would offer when the finger is passed lightly over it.” 
But this peculiar sensation, Dr. Bennet has found, is not easily 


appreciated, and he is more disposed to rely upon the indura- 


tion of the tissue underneath the mucous surface, which, ac- 
cording to his observation, will always be felt, and is very 
perceptible to the touch. He remarks— 


‘In the form of ulceration that we are now examining, the 
induration to which I allude is quite superficial, not extending 
to the central tissue of the uterine neck. It is merely a thick- 
ening of the ulcerated mucous membrane, and of the subcel- 
lular tissue, most perceptible at the circuinference of the ulcer- 
ation; yet it is easily appreciated by the finger of one whok 
accustomed to look for it, and to him it is a valuable symptom. 
‘This superficial induration is generally felt most distinctly at 
the edge of the uterine lips, where the mucous membrane 
passes into the cavity of the neck, and where, consequently, 
two mucous thicknesses are approximated by the folding of 
the membrane. Although I have found this symptom of great 
assistance in the diagnosis of ulcerations, I must confess, nev- 
ertheless, that it is not infallible. In the very first stage ol 
ulceration, induration may not yet exist, while, on the other 
hand, the ulceration may heal and the superficial induration 
remain for a few.days. When the inflammatory induration 
extends to the entire substance of the cervix, as it generally 
does if the ulceration exists in women who have had children, 
the superficia! induration is necessarily lost in the general 
hardness. Pressure on the inflamed and ulcerated cervix will 
often, not always, occasion slight pain, which is never the 
case in the healthy state.” 
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Such being the diiliculty in arriving at a satisfactory diag- 
nosis by means of the touch alone, Dr. Bennet considers it 
necessary to resort to the speculum in order to ascertain the 


exact state of things. ‘The appearances presented under such 
circumstances are thus described: 


+A certain quantity of mucoso-purulent matter is always 
found at the superior region of the vagina, even when the 
lining membrane of that organ is not inflamed; the cervix uteri 
is generally increased in size; but seldom so much so as not 
to be admitted into the cavity of an ordinary sized conical 
speculum. the one I generally use, and by far the most con- 
venient and the least painful to the patient. The tumefaction 
is mostly greatest on the upper lip, which is the larger one of 
the two in the healthy condition; it is therefore often neces- 
sary, in order to expose the orifice of the os, to raise the spec- 
ulum towards the pubis, and by thus slightly pressing with the 
superior edge of the instrument on the anterior lip, to push it 
back and allow the inferior one to enter its cavity. Even if 
the cervix uteri is too large to be admitted at once into the 
speculum, by thus alternately depressing its diflerent parts 
the entire organ may successively be brought fairly into view. 
When inflamed, the tumefied cervix presents a more or less 
intense red, glistening hue, instead of the pale, dull, whitish 
color which is natural to it. On its surface may frequently 
be seen stnall white or red vesicular or papular elevations, the 
result of distention of the mucous follicles or of their hyper- 
trophy. Dulerent forms of inflammation have been admitted 
by some writers, founded on this appearance, but without any 
practical utility whatever. When the mucous membrane ts 
ulcerated, the glossy appearance of the membranous surface 
is lost, and a number of vascular granulations of a vivid red 
hue are seen covering the ulcerated region after the mucus 
has been wiped away with a pledget of lint—a necessary 
precaution. Sometimes the ulcerated surface appears raised 
above the adj.cent level, while occasionally, on the contrary, 
it appears depressed. When the ulceration is at the entrance 
of the os uteri, it is often difficult to discover uniess the uterine 
lips be slightly separated. ‘There is generally a mass of semi- 
transparent mucus occupying the cavity of the os uteri. The 
ulceration may be so superficial and slight as to be scarcely 
perceptible, or extend over a considerable portion of the cer- 
vix. In many cases, the pressure of the edge of the speculum, 
or even of the pledget with which the mucus is wiped off, oc- 
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casions a slight oozing of blood from the abraded or ulcerated 
surface. ‘This also frequently occurs when patients thus af. 
fected expose themselves to intercourse—a fact of which they 
themselves are often cognisant. Menstruation is generally 
more painful than in the healthy state, owing to the temporary 
congestion of the uterus increasing the inflammatory irritation 
of the cervix. Indeed, the occurrence of the various symp- 
toms of painful and difficult menstruation, when coupled with 
2 leucorrheeal discharge, may be considered in most cases as 
pathognomonic of inflammation and ulceration of the cervix, 
Occasionally slight irritation of the urmary organs is present, 
giving rise to frequent desire to urinate. ‘The annoyance and 
distress of mind which the local symptoms sometimes produce, 
coupled with the leucorrhaal discharge when it is abundant. 
may react more or less on the general health, and give rise to 
dyspepsia, palpitation, general weakness, etc.” 


To this description of inflammation and ulceration of the 
cervix are appended cases illustrative of the disorder. We 
copy one of these, as having interest in many respects: 


* In Paris, as all who are acquainted with Parisian matters 
well know, the police is very severe and exercises great scru- 
tiny and control over all persons who are not regularly dom- 
ciliated householders. In pursuance of this line of conduct, 
domiciliary visits are made at irregular periods, in the middle 
of the night, in the lower order of hotels or lodging houses, 
and also in those inhabited by students. ‘This is a precaution 
rendered absolutely necessary by the irregularity of the lives 
of some of them, and by the circumstance of their congrega- 
ting, to the number of fifty, a hundred, or more, in the favorite 
hotels of the ‘Pays Latin” When these ‘descentes, as they are 
called, take place, every room is visited, and all persons whose 
passports ure not found in order, as also all females, are for- 
warded to the prefecture of police. The following morning. 
the latter are generally sent to St. Lazare, (the hospital and 
penitentiary for unfortunates,) unless claimed by two respect- 
able householders. ‘These severe means are adopted partly 
with a view to the discovery and arrest of suspicious charac- 
ters, and partly as a moral check. On one of these descentes. 
“ young person named Jourg, eighteen years of age, was ta- 
ken, and not having any friends, was detained by the police. 
in the course of a few days she was examined by the police 
medical authorities—a precaution usually adopted in these 
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cases previous to being discharged—and was found by them 
to be laboring under slight ulceration of the os uteri. 

“It was thought that the affection might be syphilitic, and 
as she was not an enrolled woman of the town. she was sent 
to a general hospital (I Ourcine) and not to the infirmary of 
St. Lazare. The hospital physician k + her for a few days, 
and then, not considering her ailection suflicie ntly severe to 
require further treatment, sent her back to the police. Here 
she was again examined by the polis ce physician, who, findjng 
that the ulceration had not been cured, sent her into M. Eme- 
ry’s wards at St. Louis, where she consequently caine under 
my notice 

“On examination by the toucher, 4t:: July, 1843, the cervix 
uteri appeared small and soft, and there was a scarcely per- 
ceptible, very superficial and very circumscribed induration: 
no pain on pressure. The spec ulum showed the pags to b 
narrow and of the natural hue unto very nearly its superior 
extremity, where it became rather red and injected. The 
cervix was small, about the size of the ungual portion of th: 
medius finger; it was evidently congested, but soft, otlering 
little or no resistance to pressure. On its anterior sapeut aoe 
was a small abrasion about the size of a sixpence, covered 
with minute red granulations and a little semi-purulent niuaeus, 
There was no other mucoso-purulent discharge in the vicinity. 
The mucus issuing from ihe uterine orifice was perfectly trans 
parent; no pain whatever in the loins or hypegastri rion: 
no heat or burning sensations: no Jeucorrhwal discharge: 
health perfectly good. ‘The patient said that had she not been 
told she was ill, she should not have thought that there was 
anything at all the matter with her. She stated that she had 
been brought up in the country; that eight months previousls 
she had come to Paris, and had lived since her arrival by 
working as a semstress; that she had made acquaintance 
with a student, who had persuaded her to accompany hin 
home to his lodgings 2 few days before she was seized by the 
police, and that it was the first and only time she had k hown | 
any one—an assertion which the state of the organs tended 
to corroborate. She had menstruated for three years, had 
never experienced any leucorrhceal discharge w hatever, and 
had always been in excellent health. M. Emery, the physi- 
cian who at first examined her, told me that the lesion, which 
was very slight indeed, had increased since then; while she 
was at the Ourcine, she had been treated by emollient injec- 
tions. It was therefore considered that these means were not 
sufficiently energetic, and the ulcerated surface was cauterized 
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by the acid nitrate of mercury. Emollient injections and gen- 
eral baths were also resorted to. 

« The tumefaction of the cervix and the ulceration increased 
under the influence of the first cauterization, (it was evidently 
rather too energetic.) but decreased under that of the second. 
third, and fourth, which were performed at intervals of six 
days 

“On the 5th of August the tumefaction and redness of the 
cervix had disappeared, and the ulceration was almost healed. 
Astringent injections were then alone used, and on the 15th of 
August se left, perfectly cured.” 


This disease is not unfrequently the cause of sterility, ac- 
cording to Dr. Bennet. Ile was assured by Emery, Gendrin, 
and Jobert, in Paris, that they had known many young mar- 
ried women who had remained barren from this cause, and 
had become pregnant as soon as cured, 

There can be but one opinion, we are sure, respecting this 
work, and that is, that it is a most important monograph. We 
fear that success like that which seems to have attended the 
practice of the author will not always crown the eflorts of 
ther practitioners, but there is no reason to doubt that, guided 
by his treatise, they will oftener be correct in their diagnosis. 


lt may be that one reason why his remedies have not availed 
as much in other hands as his own is, that they have not been 
applied with as much perseverance. Cases of this description 
demand of the practitioner great patience. Many, no doubt, 
fail of recovery because the patient or her medical attendant 


grows weary in the use of the appropriate means. 





Art. VII.—The Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery. By 
T. Wiarton Jones, I. R.S., Lecturer on Anatomy, Physiology and Patholo- 
gy atthe Charing Cross Hospital; Foreign Member of the Royal Medical So- 
ciety of Copenhagen ; Corresponding Member of the Imperial Royal Medical 
Society of Vienna, etc. ete. With one hundred and two Illustrations. Edited 
by Isaac Hays, M.D., Surgeon to Wills Hospital, etc. pp. 507, 12mo. Phila- 
delphia. Leaand Blanchard. 1847. 


This is one of a series of manuals which has attained great 


: 2 a . . % 
popularity in our country. The series embraces Ferguson's 
‘ 1 *. . . Cad Jos 
Surgery, Carpenter’s Physiology, Wilson’s Anatomy, Taylor’s 
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Medical Jurisprudence, F’ownes’s Chemistry, Royle’s Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics, and Golding Bird’s Nat. Philosophy. 
All these works have been noticed in this Journal except the 
last, and the one before us on Ophthalmic Medicine and Sur- 
gery. The design of these manuals is to afford the student a 
complete and comprehensive digest of the several subjects of 


which they treat in a convenient compass, and it is pretty 
conclusive proof of the successful execution of the design, that 
the works have been so well received. The present volume 
is a worthy companion of those which have preceded it, and, 
both in the care with which the matter nas been prepared by 
its author, and the style in which it is issued by the American 
publishers, will commend itself to the profession. A real ser- 
vice has been rendered to science by the publication of the 
series of which it is one. The study of medicine has been 
made easier and more pleasant by the efforts of their various 
authors. 

The volume before us will be found to'embrace a full ac- 
count of all the maladies and accidents incident to the eye, 
and, brief as it is, to furnish something of the history of oph- 
thalmic medicine. It commences with directions as to the 
mode of exploring the eyes in order to a diagnosis. The ex- 
ploration is of two kinds, termed subjective, and objective; the 
first comprehending an inquiry into the patient’s sensations in 
the affected organ, such as pai, tolerance of light, and state 
of vision; and the latter being directed towards the mor- 
bid conditions which admit of being perceived by the surgeon. 
These conditions, so far as they can be so represented, are 
illustrated by engravings. The application of remedies to the 
eyes,and the minor operations on these organs are then ex- 
plained in detail, accompanying which are the formulas in 
best repute in ophthalmic inflammations. Inflammation of 
the eyes is treated of at great length, and all the forms of it 
are illustrated, and the claims of the numerous remedies dis- 
cussed. The subject embraces scrofulous, arthritic and vario- 
lous inflammation. The several operations necessary in dis- 
eases and deformities of the eye are described with minute- 
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ness. Ina word, the manual is a complete one, and will be 
found equally convenient as a text book for the student. and 
as a work of reference for the practitioner. 





Ant. VIIL— The Pathological Anatomy of the Human Body. By Jexsvs Vocrt, 
M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine at the University of Giessen. Translated 
from the German, with additions, By Gro. E. Day, M.A., and L. M., Cantab. 
Member of uc Royal College of Physicians; Physician to the Westem Gene- 
ral Dispensary; Lecturer on Pathology and Animal Chemistry at the Middle. 
sex Hospital Medical School; Member of the Pathological Society of London; 
and formerly senior President of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. II- 
lustrated by upwards of 100 plain and colored engravings. pp. 534,8vo. Phi 
ladelphia: Leaand Blanchard. 1247. 


If the multiplication of treatises on pathological anatomy 
is to be regarded as a test of the interest felt in the study, 
that much neglected branch of the profession is beginning to 
assume a position to which, in the estimation of its admirers, 
ithas always been entitled. In the space of a few years, 
besides the second edition of Prof. Gross’s work, we have hadre- 
prints of Andral, Hope, Hasse, and here we have a new volume 
the title of which is given above. The Germans and French 
have always taken the lead in the cultivation of pathological 
anatomy. Even up to this time no systematic work on the 
subject has been produced in England. The volume betore 
us reaches us through the hands of Dr. Day, to whom we 
owe the translation of Simon’s Animal Chemistry. It is a 
work of decided ability, learning, and research, and of a con- 
venient size. The translator mentions as among its distin- 
cuishing merits, that it embraces the recent discoveries effected 
by chemistry and the microscope. ‘These will be found to be 
numerous and interesting. Physiology and pathological anat- 


omy are assuming a new aspect since the microscope and 


modern analysis began to be turned upon them. Vogel has 
availed himself of all the light afforded by these copious 
sources of information. We have not room to notice it at 
«reater length, and are compelled reluctantly to omit several 
other notices for the same reason. 
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Sulphuric Ether—Letheon.—Since the publication of Dr. 
Royle’s work, this substance has acquired great celebrity in 
our country, under the name of /etheon, for producing insen- 
sibility to pain during surgical operations. It was first em- 
ployed for this purpose by Dr Morton, a dentist of Boston, at 
the suggestion of Dr. C. 'T’. Jackson, of that city, in operations 
on the teeth. Patients are brought under its influence by in- 
haling the vapor from a very pure preparation of the ether. 
Drs. Warren and Hayward have operated on patients, to 
whom the ether was administered by Dr. Morton, by means 
of a peculiar apparatus, and there was little or no pain pro- 
duced by the knife. The effects produced differed in diflerent 
persons; in some there seemed to be complete insensibility: 
in others, considerable anxiety and agitation were produced. 
but they usually stated, after the termination of the operation, 
that they had felt no pain, but that their groans, &c. had been 
produced by unpleasant dreams, &c.; in others, the insensi- 
bility was only partial, but the pain was decidedly mitigated. 
There was no unpleasant effect in any of the cases reported 
by Dr. Warren. 

The experiments in Baltimore were not so favorable, in 
three cases, in which it was permitted to be administered by 
Prof Smith, it not only did not succeed, but acted injuriously. 
It is said to have failed in some cases in New-York. The 
cases, however, in which it has been completely successful 
are so numerous as to place its efficacy, in a majority of cases, 
beyond a doubt.— South. Jour. Med. and Pharm. 


Use of the Letheon in London.—As intimated in the Journal 
heretofore, the ethereal inhalation seems destined, notwith- 
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standing the jealousy of some and the doubts of many at 
home, to a general favor and use abroad. The following is 
some of the information on this point received by the last arri- 
vals from England.— Boston Med. Jour. 

Middlesex Hospital—On Monday last, at the Middlesex 
Hospital, the efficacy of the ether was put to as severe a test 
as it has yet been subjected to. A man of 68 had been ad- 
mitted with symptoms of stone and diseased bladder; so 
much pain, straining and struggling attended the attempts 
ut sounding, that it was with difficulty satisfactorily accom- 
plished. ‘The vesical tenesmus was incessant, amounting to 
total incontinenee of urine. Indeavors were made for seve- 
ral weeks to allay this extreme irritability, so that some urine 
might be retained or some water received as an injection, but 
in vain, neither could be endured; lithotrity was consequently 
out of the question; and Mr. Arnott determined to perform 
the operation of Lithotomy, unpromising as the case was, but. 
if possible, whilst the patient was under the influence of the 
ether. In seven minutes from the commencement, but in re- 
ality only two from the effectual inhalation, its influence was 
obtained. The catheter was then introduced, and some wate: 
attempted to be injected, but not above two or three ounces 
could be borne, and this, retained by pressure. was ejected 
immediately on the introduction of the stail, which, owing to 
the state of the parts, was ellected with some dillicuity and 
consequent delay; the bladder was cut into; the stone was 
grasped at once, but crumbled under the forceps, requirmg 
their re-introduction several times; the scoon was employed 
to remove calculous matter like mortar; and, lastly, the blad- 
der was injected four or five times, so as to wash it out. Dur- 
ing the whole time, from first to lust, the patient gave not the 
slightest indication of suflering; indeed, it was not until he 
was removed to bed and had been some time in it, and taken 
some brandy and ammonia, that he did so, and then of sore- 
ness merely. Nor was the influence of the ether limited to 
this, its anodyne eflect was maintained during the evening. 
the man remaining in a dreamy and *“ very comfortable 
state,” as he termed it. He declared that he suffered no pain: 
he knew that something was being done, but he recollects no- 
thing distinctly ‘after blowing the horn.” Up to this time, 
Wednesday evening, he is going on very favorably. Without 
the ether the pain in this case must have been most severe, 
and, from the circumstances mentioned, of more than ordina- 
ry duration, but happily the patient was spared it all. The 
apparatus employed was one invented by Mr. Bell, chemist, 
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of Oxford street, who was present, and assisted Mr. Tomes 
in its application. — Med. Gazelte. 

The Caesarean Operation—The subject of this case, a 
dressmaker. wt. 27, of a mild disposition, is only four feet one 
inch in height, on account of great distortion of the pelvis 
and lower limbs from rickets during childhood, Her general 
health is good. On the evening of the 7th of April, 1846, 
while under temporary excitement, she had connection once 
with a young man lodging in the same house. She was not 


a 


aware of being pregnant until the seventh month, when she 
consulted a surgeon, who, conscious of her dangerous position, 
sent her to Mr. Skey, under whose care she was admitted 
into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. An accurate examination 
wasthen made by several distinguished accoucheurs, who were 
unanimous in their opinion that embryotomy would be im- 
practicable’ on account of the extreme narrowness of the 
antero-posterior diameter of the pelvis. It was, therefore, 
recommended no operative proceeding sould be adopted un- 
til the full period of utero-gestation; and uiat the Caesarean 
section would then be the most proper measure. ‘The nature 
of the case being fairly and fully explained to the patient, she 
readily consented to undergo any operation which oilered the 
best chance of relief. At 2 o’clock in the mornme of the 25th 
of January, she was awakened from sleep by the commence- 
ment of labor. ‘The membranes gave way soon alterwards, 
and the pains incrensed. Mr. Skey, with several accouch- 
eurs, made an examination, per vaginam, at half past 4, A. M. 
The os uteri was at that time very little dilated. A second 
examination was made at haif past 7 o'clock. The os uteri 
was still in the same condition. but the labor pains were 
rapidly increasing. ‘he operation was, therefore, no longer 
delayed. The vapor of ether was inhaled by the patient for 
SIX minutes before its cilects were manifest; an incision eight 
ches in length was made down te the linea alba, commenc- 
ing two inches above the umbilicus, and terminating two 
inches and a half above the pubes. ‘The linea alba was then 
divided to the same extent on 2 broad director. The uterus 
was fairly exposed, inclining to the left. Adequate pressure 
over the front and sides of the abdomen was necessary to 
prevent protrusion of the intestines. An incision from five to 
six inches in length, was then made into the long axis of the 
uterus, from which a well-formed, healthy-looking female child 
was easily removed. The placenta was extracted shortly al- 
terwards. Thus far the operation occupied six minutes. Im- 
- Mediate contraction of the uterus to one half its previous size 
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followed the removal of the child. The free venous hemor- 
rhage which took place from its cut surface was arrested by 
cold water and pressure between the hands. In half an hour 
the uterus had contracted td such a size as to render its re- 
placement within the abdomen safe. Accordingly, with the 
sanction of Drs. Rigby, Ferguson, Moore, P. Sinith, and oth- 
ers, the incision in the abdomen was brought together by 
eleven sutures. Broad strips of plaster were applied to sup- 
port the muscles, and cotton wool placed on the abdomen 
with a flannel roller over the whole. It may be as well to 
observe that the inhalation of the ether produced insensibility 
to the pain of the first incision. Its prolonged exhibition was 
not allowed, lest it might possibly interfere with the contrac- 
tion of the uterus.—/Jhid. 

Ether applied lo Veterinary Science-—The vapor of sulphu- 
ric ether has, we hear, been employed at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, Camden-town, on a sheep and a horse, with the 
most decided success. The first-named animal! was ailected, 
and had been for many months with an incurable disease ot 
the hock-joint. ‘The pain was so severe that the poor sheep 
was quite unable to put her foot to the ground without expe- 
riencing much suflering. On being brought into the theatre 
she was caused to inhale the vapor of ether through a tube, 
and in about five minutes after it was evident she was under 
its influence. The leg was then amputated by Mr. Simonds 
at the thigh, without the slightest indication of any pain what- 
ever. ‘The operation eccupied about six minutes, and within 
twenty minutes from the commencement the animal was re- 
moved from the theatre and restored to sensation and con- 
sciousness. ‘The horse was Jaboine under a chronic aflection 
of the near fore-foot, commonly known by the name of the 
* naricular disease,” for which the operation of * unnerving” 
is generally resorted to asa remedy. This is necessarily a 
very painful operation, and oftentimes the operator has to 
contend against the violent struggles of the animal, particu- 
larly at the instant when the division of the nerve is eflected. 
In this case the ether vapor was inhaled for about thirteen 
minutes, when the horse fell forwards. and the nerve on each 
side of the leg was divided by Mr. Spooner without the least 
manifestation of pain; a slight convulsive action of the limb, 
similar to that which takes place when a nerve of a recently 
killed animal is cut through, alone giving indication of any 
sensation. Within twenty-three minutes this animal also had 
perfectly recovered from the effects of the ether. No re 
straint whatever was resorted to to keep the animals in the 
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required position for these operations, and the inhaler employ- 
ed was not one invented for the purpose, but an apparatus 
temporarily adjusted by Mr. Morton until a more perfect one 
was obtained. 

Pharmaceutical Society, January 13th, 1347.—The lecture- 
room of the Society was crowded this evening with members 
of the Society and medical men, to hear a paper on Mr. 
Squire’s instrument for the inhalation of the vapor of ether. 
and to see and to hear descriptions of other instruments for 
the same purpose. 

Mr. Squire observed, this is now the all-engrossing subject. 
and public attention is daily called to the several operations 
which have been performed without the accompaniment of 
severe pain, heretofore experienced: some failures are also 
recorded. without stating the particulars as to their cause, In 
constructing the apparatus, I have taken into the account the 
weight of the vapor of ether, and have placed the tube near 
the bottom part; considering, also, that its stimulating etlects 
on the air-passages cause coughing, I have regulated the sup- 
ply of air to dilute it at the commencement of inhalation, with 
means to increase its strength until the patient is able to bear 
its full force. To secure a full supply | have filled the upper 
vessel with sponge, and have also a collar of sponge around 
its descending tube at the bottom of the lower vessel, which 
imbibes any liquid ether in excess, and also serves further to 
impregnate the air in its passage to the tube for inhalation. 
The apparatus is supplied with ether at the top by.a funnel, 
and falls in a shower on the sponge; a valve is placed in this 
part, to admit air, and closes to prevent the escape of ether. 
In the other parts, Reed’s patent valves (for the improvement ot 
which he has recently taken out a patent) are, by his permis- 
sion, used in this apparatus, and I trust it may serve the very 
useful purpose that its original was so successful in. 

After Mr. Squire had exhibited and explained his instru- 
ment, Mr. Hooper gave an account of his apparaturs, or ra-- 
ther, of improvements which he had made in the instrument, 
suggested by Dr. Boott and Mr. Robinson, and which had re- 
ceived their sanction. It would be unprofitable to follow the 
various remaining describeys of instruments which were ex- 
hibited, many of which had not been tested in practice; they 
were really so numerous, that it would appear that the whole 
scientific portion of the members of the society, as weil as 
that of many others, had been employed in inventing and 
contriving means for administering the vapor of ether. ‘The 
modifications attempted were from the most elaborate and 
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complicated pieces of machinery, to mere bladders with an 
elastic tube and stop-cock, the latter having the advantage of 
not being protected hy either * caveats ” or * patents,” 

The object of this exhibition, at least, was answered, for 
each had an opportunity of exhibiting * his adopted,” and, 
like a fond parent, saw advantages in his own offspring which 
he failed to find in that of others, : 

We may fairly sum up the results of the evening’s “ex- 
hibition.” in observing, with the President, that each form 
of apparatus exhibited had appeared to answer the purpose 
for which it was intended; that the simplest apparatus, if ef- 
fective, must eventually be the most usetul, and that time and 
experience only could demonstrate, amongst the many com- 
petitors, which form of instrament was the most likely to be 
cenerally usetul— London Lancet. 





On the Results of Lithotrity, Methodically applied to Suata- 
ble Cases. By M. Civiate. (Comptes Rendues, Nov. 23d, 
1846. p. 979.)}—From 1836 to 1845, 1 have employed my 
method two hundred and sixty-six times, and lave obtained 
two hundred and fifty-nine cures, some of which were incom- 
plete. ‘This result is the more remarkable from the tact that 
most of the subjects were aged. There were only five chil- 
dren. Among those operated on, were five physicians or sur- 
geons. Seventy-nine other calculous patients applied for re- 
lief. but 1 did not think them ina favorable condition for litho- 
trity. Twenty eight have submitted to the operation of 
lithotomy; seventeen of whom have been cured. ‘The others 
retained their stones, and most of them afterwards fell vie- 
tims either to the progress or complications of the disease. In 
comparing the new cases with those of which I have already 
rendered an account to the academy, it will be seen that the 
operation for lithotrity has been performed by me alone on 
five hundred and cighty-two subjects. It will be observed that 
the mortality is greater in the new than in the old tables. li 
ficures alone are regarded, this result would unply a contra- 
diction of what ought to be expected from the improvement 
attained, both in the instruments and manner of operating. 
The diilerence depends, howeuer, upon the fact, that in the 
commencement of my practice I would undertake only favor- 
able cases. The fate of a new method was at stake, and 
all of the accidents which should justly have been attribated 
to the choice of improper subjects, would have been charged 
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to it. Success alone could impose silence to an opposition 
every day more threatening, and, to obtain success, it was 
necessary to operate only when it was pretty certain. At 
this time the new method has been judged. Humanity re- 
quires the surgeon to resort to the method offering the great- 
est chances of saving the patient, and though the result is un- 
certain, lithotrity allows more hope of success than lithotomy. 
In operating on doubtful cases, the mortality must necessarily 
be greater. What lithotrity appears, however, to have lost 
m certainty, it has gained in extension. Formerly, not more 
than half of those presenting themselves were operated on: 
now three fourths undergo the process. Art, more confident 
of its powers, now attacks cases which prudence formerly 
commanded it to xbandon.—South. Jour. Med. and Pharm. 





Statistics of Cases of Miasmatic Fever treated in 1846. By 
Grorcr L. Upsuur, M. D., of Norfolk, Virginta.—During the 
past year, 105 cases of miasmatic fever came under my care. 
Of these, 83 were intermittent, and 22 remittent. Of the in- 
termittent, 1 was quartan, 15 tertian, 62 quotidian, and 5 
masked. Of the masked, one took the form of neuralgia, and 
four simulated hysteria. 

The treatment chiefly employed was the sulphate of qui- 
nine, adininistered in large doses, without regard to the stage 
of the disease. In one case—a quotidian—occurring in a 
youth aged 16, of sanguineous, excitable temperament, I ad- 
ministered 15 grains just as the cold stage was passing off. 
All the symptoms were ameliorated; the hot stage lasted but 
one hour, and the patient had no return of the disease. 

In 25 cases, I eave 30 grains in five hours, during the height 
of the febrile stave. The pulse was lessened in force and fre- 
quency in every instance under this treatinent, and the par- 
oxysm cut short by the speedy appearance of perspiration. 
In only one of these cases was the remedy preceded by other 
treatment. ‘The exception was the case of an exceedingly 
robust man, in whom there existed, even in his ordinary 
health, a strone tendency of blood to the head. I bled him 
to twenty ounces before administering the quinine. He re- 
turned to his work (that of a baker.) forty-eight hours after- 
wards, and had no return of the fever during the season. He 
told me that for several years past he had not escaped an at- 
tack of bilious fever in the autumn, and that he was usually 
kept in his bed by it for three weeks. Said that he had taken 
the quinine before, but not while the “fever was on.” 
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complicated pieces of machinery, to mere bladders with an 
elastic tube and stop-cock, the latter having the advantage of 
not being protected hy either * caveats ” or * patents,” : 

The object of this exhibition, at least, was answered, for 
each had an opportunity of exhibiting * his adopted,” and. 
like a fond parent, saw advantages in his own oflspring which 
he failed to find in that of others. 

We may fairly sum up the results of the evening’s “ex. 
hibition,” in observing, with the President, that each form 
of apparatus exhibited had appeared to answer the purpose 
for which it was intended; that the simplest apparatus, if ef- 
lective, must eventually be the most usetul, and that time and 
experience only could demonstrate, amongst the many com- 
petitors, which form of instrument was the most likely to be 
generally useful.—London Lancet. 





On the Resulis of Lithotrity, Methodically applied io Suta- 
ble Cases. By M. Civiare. (Comptes Rendues, Nov. 23d, 
1846. p. 979.)—From 1836 to 1845, 1 have employed my 
method two hundred and sixty-six times, and have obtained 
two hundred and fifty-niae cures, some of which were incom- 
plete. This result is the more remarkable from the tact that 
most of the subjects were aged. ‘There were only five chil- 
dren. Among those operated on, were five physicians or sur- 
geons. Seventy-nine other calculous patients applied for re- 
lief, but I did not think them ina favorable condition for litho- 
trity. Twenty eight have submitted to the eperation of 
lithotomy; seventeen of whom have been cured. The others 
retained their stones, und most of them afterwards fell vie- 
tims either to the progress or complications of the disease. In 
comparing the new cases with those of which I have already 
rendered an account to the academy, it will be seen that the 
operation for lithotrity has been performed by me alone on 
five hundred and ecighty-two subjects. It will be observed that 
the mortality is greater in the new than in the old tables. Ii 
figures alone are regarded, this result would tnply a contra- 
diction of what ought to be expected from the mprovement 
attained, both in the instruments and manner of operating. 
The dillerence depends, howcuer, upon the fact, that in the 
commencement of my practice I would undertake only favor- 
able cases. The fate of a new method was at stake, and 
all of the accidents which should justly have been attribated 
to the choice of improper subjects, would have been charged 
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to it. Success alone could impese silence to an opposition 
every day more’ threatening, and, to obtain success, it was 
necessary to operate only when it was pretty certain. At 
this time the new method has been judged. Humanity re- 
quires the surgeon to resort to the method otfering the great- 
est chances of saving the patient, and though the result is un- 
certain, lithotrity allows more hope of success than lithotomy. 
In operating on doubttul cases, the mortality must necessarily 
be greater. What lithotrity appears, however. to have lost 
in certainty, it has gained in extension. Formerly, not more 
than half of those presenting themselves were operated on; 
now three fourths undergo the process. Art, more confident 
of its powers, now attacks cases which prudence formerly 
commanded it to nbandon.—South. Jour. Med. and Pharm. 





Statistics of Cases of Miasmatic Fever treated in 1846. By 
Grorcre L. Ursuur, M. D., of Norfolk, Virginta.—During the 
past year, 105 cases of miasmatic fever came under my care. 
Of these. 83 were intermittent, and 22 remittent. Of the in- 
termittent, 1 was quartan, 15 tertian, 62 quotidian, and 5 
masked. Of the masked, one took the form of neuralgia, and 
four simulated hysteria. 

The treatment chiefly employed was the sulphate of qui- 
nine, udministered-in large doses, without regard to the stage 
of the disease. In one case—a quotidian—occurring in a 
youth aged 16, of sanguineous, excitable temperament, I ad- 
ministered 15 grains just as the cold stage was passing off. 
All the symptoms were ameliorated; the hot stage lasted but 
one hour, and the patient had no return of the disease. 

In 25 cases, I gave 30 grains in five hours.during the height 
of the febrile stave. The pulse was lessened in force and fre- 
quency in every instance under this treatent, and the par- 
oxysm cut short by the speedy appearance of perspiration. 
In only one of these cases was the remedy preceded by other 
treatment. ‘The exception was the case of an exceedingly 
robust man, in whom there existed, even in his ordinary 
health, a strone tendency of blood to the head. I bled him 
to twenty ounces before administering the quinine. He re- 
turned to his work (that of a baker.) forty-eight hours after- 
wards, and had no return of the fever during the season. He 
told me that for several years past he had not escaped an at- 
tack of bilious fever in the autumn, and that he was usually 
kept in his bed by it for three weeks. Said that he had taken 
the quinine before, but not while the “fever was on.” 
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In one case, the patient was partially comatose during the 
first paroxysm. This condition was relieved, in a measure, 
by a cathartic of calomel and aloes. Three hours before the 
second chill was expected, | administered 25 grains of quinine, 
and followed this by 135 grains more two hours afterwards, — 
The patient missed the paroxysm, and went to work the 
next day. 

In 14 casesthere was a recurrence of the disease. The recur- 
rence in ten of these, however, could be positively traced to 
a second exposure to the causes of the atlection. 

The masked forms of the disease yielded readily to the qui- 
nine treatment. One of the cases which simulated hysteria 
was remarkably severe in its character, the patient being 
seized every afternoon with violent convulsions, accompanied 
by flushed face and considerable excitement of the circula- 
tion. She was treated at first by active purgation, and ves 
cants to tie nucha, with only slight abatement in the intensi- 
ty of the paroxysm. ‘The regularity with which the attacks 
came, coupled with the fact that the patient resided in a part 
of the city where intermittent fever was prevailing, suggested 
the employment of quinme. She commenced early in the 
morning with five grains every hour, and took thirty grains. 
The paroxysin was much milder in the evening, and did not 
recur at all on the next day. She remained well for seven days, 
when she was again attacked as in the first instance, and 
again relieved by the same treatment. She subsequently had 
a third attack which was cured in the same manner. [ler ca- 
tamenia had been interrupted for six months previous to her 
sickness, and did not return until six weeks after the last 
attack. 

I was not called to a single case of remittent fever at the 
beginning of the disease. In one case the patient had been 
ill eleven days without any treatment whatever; she was much 
emaciated, und had suflered from diarrhoea for six days. | 
gave her a table-spoonful of the following mixture every 
hour: 

Kk. Quinie Sulph.  3ss. 
Morph. Sulph. — gr. ss. 
Aqux f. J iij. 


In the course of five or six hours she perspired freely, fell 
into a quiet sleep, and in two days after was entirely free 
from diseuse. ‘This was the sole treatment of the case, 
except the tinct. chlorid. ferri, which was given for ten day 
aftes convalescence was established. 
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The other cases were managed after the same manner—the 
large doses of quinine being preceded by a simple cathartic of 
jalap and bitartrate of potassa, in those cases only where 
there was great torpor of the bowels. 

Not one of the 105 cases died, and all together did not take 
adrachm of calome!, or other preparation of mercury. 

I observed unpleasant symptoms in only three cases, where 
they seemed to be at all dependent upon the large doses ot 
quinine. 

1. A delicate, nervous female, aged 36, was ordered 5 
grains every hour, for a second attack of quotidian intermit- 
tent. When she had taken 20 grains. she became suddenly 
nauseated and vomited up three mouthfuls of scarlet blood. 
This occurred in the morning, and the chill was expected late 
in the afternoon. ‘The medicine was suspended immediately, 
and she missed the paroxysm, and recovered without any 
other untoward symptom. She was treated with quinine for 
the first attack and also for a third, without any such effect 
being produced. The hamatemesis was not vicarious of the 
menstrual discharge, as the catamenia had not been inter- 
rupted. 

2. In this case the quinine vomited the patient like full 
doses of tartar emetic. She took twenty grains in five grain 
doses in solution, combined with spt. wth. nit. There was 
no gastric derangement, prior to the exhibition of the med- 
icine, ; 

3. In the third case the patient, a female aged 40, whe 
had but recently recovered from a very severe attack ot 
lichen agrius, was vendered deaf, or nearly so, for ten days, 
by taking 40 grains of quinine in eight hours. The interm't- 
tent, a tertimn, was permanently cured, 

I was never deterred from giving the quinine by the exis- 
tence of diarrha@a, irritability of the stomach, or headache. 
provided the case was urgent, and it was absolutely-neces- 
sary to put an immediate stop to the paroxysms. In cases 
of great torpor of the bowels, if there was tme to spare, | 
preferred to begin the treatment by purging freely, because 
the quinine is not readily absorbed if there is much con- 
stipation. Usually, however, the safer practice is to put 
an end to the paroxysms first, and afterwards attend to the 
local alleetions. ° 

I have found great benefit from combining the sulphate ot 
morphia with quinine, especially in those cases complicated, 
with diarrhea a..d irritable stomach, I also gave in maw af 
cases, where the skin was very dry and the thirst urgem 
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the spt. «th. nit. combined with a solution of quinine, with 
great benefit. 

My experience in the treatment of miasmatic fever in 1846 
leads me to the following conclusions: 

1. Inalarge majority_of cases, no matter of what type 
the fever is. the * preptratory treatment,” so called, is 
worse than useless, causing a loss of time which is often 
fatal to the patient. , 

2. A large dose of quinine, (15 or 20 grains.) administered 
at onee, produces a more certain and permanent curative im- 
pression upon the system, than small doses (1 or 2 grains) fre- 
quently repeated. 

3. (Juinine in Jareve doses, when administered in the hot 
stage, so far froin exciting the circulation, acts as a de- 
cided sedative upon it—the pulse. in every instance. les- 
sening in force and frequency under its influence. The 
dogma, therefore, that ** quinine in fever Is poison,” must be 
discards d. 

4. In uncomplicated miasmatic fever, mercurials are not at 
all essential to a complete and permanent cure. ‘They may 
sometimes be given with advantage in cases where cathartics 
sure indicated at the onset of the disease.—Med. E.caminer. 


) 
» 





Action of Sulphate of Quinine on the Spleen.—Dr. Paxis, in- 
terne of the hospitals at Paris, having undertaken a series of 
experiments for the purpose of ascertaining the action of sul- 
phate of quinine on the spleen, publishes, in the Gazette des 
H6pitaux, the results of his researches, 

On a middle-sized dog the spleen was uncovered by two in- 
cisions perpendicular to each other, The transverse diameter 
of the viscus measured twenty centimetres, and the longitudinal 
six. The jugular vein was opened, and twenty-three grammes 
of aleoolat of quinine were injected; instantaneously the spleen 
diminished in every direction, its surface became rough and 
wrinkled. and its diameters were reduced to fourteen cent 
metres by five. 

On another animal the experiments were repeated, with a 
view of comparing the results of several injections: with wa- 
ter they were negative, with alcohol the spleen was very 
slightly corrugated, but with the solution of quinine the viscus 
contracted instantaneously in the most evident manner.—Med. 
Times, December 26, 1846. 
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Fever in Ireland.—F ever is rapidly extending its ravages 
even in Dublin. ‘The Cork street hospital, one of the largest 
establishments of its kind in Ireland, is literally crammed with 
patients, to such a degree of inconvenience, indeed, that the 
rovernors have given directions to have temporary buildings— 
if sheds or tents can be so called—prepared for the reception 
of the numerous patients for whom there is no accommodation 
within doors. The state of the Meath and Richmond hospi- 
tals is equally deplorable, and the accounts from all parts of 
the country represent disease and destitution proceeding at an 
equal pace.—Medical Times. 





Treatment of Aneurism by Compression.—VDr. Bellingham 
gives a decided preference to the treatment of aneurism by 
compression, for the following reasons: 1. That the mode in 
which consolidation of the aneurism is broucht about by com- 
pression is exactly the same as that in which a natural or spon- 
taneous cure occurs. 2. Because when a cure is eflected by 
compression, the vessel is obliterated merely at the site of the 
aneurism; whereas when a ligature is applied in the usual sit- 
uation, at some distance from the tumor, the artery is obliter- 
ated both at the seat of the ligature and at te seat of the an- 
eurism. Ile looks upon the treatment by compression as safer 
than that of ligature.—J’ id —Medical News. 


a 





Child Born Alive at the Fourth Month and a Half of Preg- 
nancy.— M. Maisonneuve lately communicated to the Surgical 
Society the case of a female who aborted at the fourth month 
and a half of pregnancy. When he was called to her, the 
ovum had been expelled with its membranes for about two 
hours, On dividing the membranes and examining the foetus, 
he found to his surprise that it was still moving. He applied 
warmth, and in some degree succeeded in resuscitating it, for 
ina few minutes the respiratory motions were performed with 
regularity, but the child died in about six hours.—Jour. de Méd. 





| Treatment of Episiaxis by Insufflations of Alum.—When 
hemorrhage from the nasal cavities assumes a dangerous as- 
pect, recourse is generally had to plugging, a measure both 
mconvenient and painful. M. Lecluyse has successfully em- 
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ployed means far more simple, and at the same time, accord. 
ing to his own account, more certain, namely, the insuillation, 
by means of a quill, of equal parts of powdered gum arabic 
and alum. In one case this succeeded after three repetitions 

} - 2 . . e » ’ 
other means, and plugging among them, having entirely failed. 


Gazetie des Hépitaux.— Med. News. 





Death of Dr. Bostock.— This distinguished physician died in 
London in August last, at the age of 73. His disease is re- 
ported to have been cholera—of course of the sporadic variety, 
New York Annalist. : 

Dr. John Thompson, late Professor of General Pathology in 
the University of Edmburgh, died on the 11th of October last, 
mn the 82d year of his age. He was eminent both as a teacher 
and practitioner, and ts well known as an author of various 
works on inedical science, of which his lectures on inflamme- 
tion, his edition of Fourcroy, his account of the varivlvid, and 
his life of Cullen are the most celebrated. His life was a busy 
and useful one. Clinical lecturing owes to him its existence 
in Edinburgh. He gave there the first separate course of lec- 
tures on surgery. Ile was one of the ce:ebrated cight who 
commenced the Edinburgh Review. It was he who succeeded 
in inducing the College ot Surgeons in Edinburgh, to found a 
professorship of surgery, and he delivered the cours¢ iX- 
teen vears. Ile was also the founder of its museum. 
established a dispensary, from which the poor were vis.ted at 
their own houses. He was a warm champion of the non- 
mercurial treatment of Syphilis. He was President of the 
College of Physicians. We delivered the first lectures in Ed 
inburgh on Pathalogical Anatomy, in preference to a sympto 
matology,and collected the finest collection of colored patho- 
logical drawings, with the histories of the diseases attached. 
now in existence, and worth $10,000. Of such a man we 
may safely say, that he has raised a monument more durable 
than brass. He was sceptical as to the power of medicines. 
and too honest to conceal his want of faith, which somewhat 
diminished his success as a practitioner. His two sons are 
Protessors.— bid. 
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KENTUCKY INSTITUTION FOR THE ILLIND. 


We have lately received the fifth annual report to the Legtslature 
of the board of visitors of this interesting school, established a few 
years ago by the Commonwealth of Kentucky in connection with many 
benevolent citizens of Louisville. The number of pupils at the close 
of the late calendar year was 31, of whom 13 were admitted during 
the year, six or seven having been discharged through the same pe- 
riod. Of the latter the board remark— 


“ Several of the pupils who have been discharged in the last year 
had been in the schoo] but a short time, and from age or want of ca- 
pacity gave little promise of being much benefited by a longer con- 
tinuance in the institution. And here it may be well to repeat what 
has been heretofore stated, that the institution is strictly a school for 
the education of blind youth of good mental capacity, and not an 
asylum for the old or imbecile, for whom suitable asylums should be 
and are elsewhere provided, as they can derive but little advantage 
from associating with the young and active, while the latter may suf- 
fer immensely from such association. We therefore urge upon all 
friends of the blind, who may apply for the admission of pupils into 
the institution, the importance of making known as far as may be the 
mental capacity, character and habits of each candidate. By care in 


8 
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this respect, the expenses of fitting out and transporting ehildren to 
the institution may perhaps in some instances be avoided. Nor can 
we too earnestly press the importance of sending pupils at an early 
age. The circumstances by which the blind are too frequently sur. 
rounded at home are exceedingly unfavorable to mental, mora! and 
physicai improvement ; and the most serious difficulties with which 
the officers of our institution have to contend had their origin in the 
early homes of the pupils, where, untaught if not uncared for, they 
passed their childhood and in some cases their youth. The nobler 
powers, neglected, go to decay, while the lower faculties, without 
culture, increase in strength; the proper balance of the mind, de. 
stroyed, is with the utmost difficulty restored; and not only the school 
days but the entire life may be wasted in unavailing attempts to re. 
store to their place, passion and reason and conscience. If the con- 
sequences are confined to the unfortunate individuals, the evil is less; 
but placed in a school, they exert a most unfavorable influence on all 
their fellow students. A proper regard, therefore, for the best inter. 
ests of the pupils and the institution makes it incumbent on us to scru. 
tinize very carefully the character of every candidate for admission.” 


We have extracted this paragraph, in the hope that our brethren 
in the adjoining States (who should consider themselves in some de- 
gree the natural guardians of the blind,) will do what may be practi- 
cable in the case—that i::, give to parents such advice as will prevent 
those who are unfit to become scholars from being sent. At the 
same time we would exhort them to search out others, and facilitate 
their being sent to the institution. Every part of the country con: 
tains blind children whose parents have not even heard of the school, 
or if they have, are incredulous as to the advantages it can impart. 
From the want of early medical attention, the children of the poor 
are peculiarly apt to lose their sight when attaeked with our endemie 
ophthalmia. The report now before us affords indubitable evidence 
of this fact. It states that of the thirty-one pupils in the school on 
the 19th of January last, twenty-one were beneficiaries of Kentucky, 
five of the State of Indiana, and one of a benevolent society in New 
Orleans, leaving only four pay pupils. Again we say to all our 
readers, remember the blind children of your neighborhoods, and use 
your influence to have them sent to the Kentucky or some other insti- 
tution, where by cultivation of the senses of touch and hearing, their 
intellectual, moral and physical capabilities may be improved, and 
their happiness and usefulness increased. 


se 
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EXAMINATIONS FOR THE DOCTORATE IN THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. 


We have lately received from one of the professors of this Univer- 
sity a printed sheet of questions submitted to the candidates for grad- 
uation in 1846. We presume the questions are put into the hands 
of the candidate to be answered forthwith in writing, without the as- 
sistance of books or friends. After traveling through them, we feel 
bound to admit that if no candidate graduated unless he answered the 
majority of the interrogatories correctly, the alumni of that school are 
better informed than those of the country generally. The questions 
are arranged under nine different heads,—Anatomy, Physiology, 
Surgery, Obstetrics, Chemistry, Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Prac- 
tice of Medicine, and Medical Jurisprudence. As specimens of the 
whole, we extract the articles ‘Surgery’ and ‘ Practice of Medicine:’ 


“Surgery.—1. Give the symptoms, pathology and treatment of the 
shock produced by extensive burns. 

2. After reaction has been some time established, and during the 
progress of the case, what internal organs are most liable to suffer, 


and in what manner ? 

3. What is the third period of danger in burns of the third degree? 

4. Describe the pathology of metastatic or consecutive abscess, 
stating the characters of the primary lesion and the signs on which 
the diagnosis is formed. 

5. Give the diagnostic symptoms and the treatment of diffused ar- 
teritis, and state its most common effects where resolution is not ob- 
tained. 

6. Give the pathology and diagnosis of spontaneous aneurisms and 
their treaument by Hunter’s method. 

7. Give the causes, signs and treatment of fracture of the clavicle; 

8. Of fracture of the fibula near the malleolus. 

9. Give the symptoms of iritis, and state the. distinct indications of 
treatment, and the considerations on which they are founded. 

10. Describe the common operation of lithotomy. 

11. Give the differential diagnosis of the different tumors of the 
scrotum and testicle.” 


“Practice of Medicine.—Give the semiology, etiology, pathologi- 
cal anatomy and special pathology and therapeutics—Ist, of diabetes 
mellitus; 2d, of acute muco-enteritis; 3d, of ascites; 4th, of pulmo- 
nary apoplexy; 5th, of phthisis pulmonalis;. 6th, of phlegmasia alba 
dolens; Tth, of cerebral apoplexy; 8th, of eclampsia parturientium; 
Sth, of biliousremittent fever; and, 10th, of typhoid fever. 





364 University of Louisville— Medical Convention. 


Give the general pathology of inflammation, dropsy, hemorrhage, 
tuberculosis, convulsions, and fever.” 


These are the shortest of the nine, and yet either of them would be 
a good day’s work even for a professor. 





UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE. 


The Commencement in the Medical Department of the University 
of Louisville was held Saturday evening, the 6th of March, when 
seventy-five gentlemen, whu had passéd satisfactory examinations be. 
fore the faculty, and otherwise complied with the requirements of the 
institution, received the degree of Doctor of Medicine. James C. 
Harris, M.D., of Wetumpka, Alabama, a graduate of Transylvania 
University; Davin A. Post, M.D., of Orangeburg, Ky., a graduate 
of the Medical Department of Western Reserve College, Ohio; and 
Tuos. J. Topp, M.D., of St. Joseph, Mo., a graduate of Transylvania 
University, were admitted to the Ad-eundem Degree in this University. 
The Honorary Degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred upon 
Dr. Cyprian P. Marrtiyety, of Bardstown, Ky., Dr. Wituiay J. 
Jouyson, of Fort Gaines, Georgia, and Dr. Exisan Newzano, of 
Salem, Indiana. 

An appropriate and instructive valedictory address was delivered 
to the graduates by Prof. Short, in presence of a. brilliant assembly 
which had met to witness the interesting ceremonies of the occasion. 
The professor lashed some of the professional vices of the day with 
merited severity, while he exhorted the graduates to a life of diligent 
study, by which alone they could hope to win an enduring name 4 
learned and skilful physicians. 





MEDICAL CONVENTION. 


From all that now appears, the Medical Convention in Philadel. 
phia, which is to meet on the first Wednesday in May, will be large. 
The medical schools and societies in all the States are appointing 
delegates, so that the convention may be expected to reflect the sent- 
ments of the profession in every part of the country. A multitude of 
projects will of course be brought forward, some of them Utopian 
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enough, but some, it may be hoped, of a wise and salutary tendency. 
Where such contrariety must prevail in the sentiments of the members, 
forbearance, moderation and a spirit of concession will be necessary 
to harmonious action and ultimate good. Professor Paine, of New 
York, may be considered as heading one party likely to have a voice 
in the convention. If some are too revolutionary in their views, Prof. 
P. is ultra conservative. He has proposed his plan of medical reform. 
We append it without note or comment: 


‘‘ Notwithstanding I am among those who believe that medical 
education is carried to a much greater extent in this country than in 
any other as it respects the mass of the profession, and believe also 
that the American physician surpasses the European in philosophical 
views of disease and in practical habits, there is no one who can desire 
more than myself to see the standard of excellence still further ad- 
vanced. For this purpose, only one experimental plan has presented 
itself to my mind as at all likely to result auspiciously, and it is one 
which cannot fail’ of being decisive. 

“It is assumed by many that any existing school which may extend 
its term of instruction, and exact a higher preliminary education, will 
find its reward in an increased number of students. Upon this basis, 
which appears to be urged by the advocates of ‘ reform’ as a motive 
to the nonconformists, I would r-spectfully propose that the summary 
step be taken by the national convention of physicians, which is soon 
to meet in Philadelphia, to institute a college upon the contemplated 
plan of ‘ reform,’—embracing of course in its objects a requisition of 
extended preliminary acquirements, a multiplication and extension of 
lecture terms, an examination of the candidates for graduation by 
other hands than their teachers, etc. 

“Tf the desired ‘ reform’ can be obtained, it surely must be most 
feasible under the united concurrence and influence of the whole pro- 
fession ; and the moment a successful demonstration is made, al] other 
colleges must necessarily, as it appears to me, adopt the example, 
however it may curtail the number of educated physicians.” — Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 





THE BULLETIN OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


This excellent journal, edited by Dr. Bell, of Philadelphia, has 
been discontinued. Dr. Bell is one of the most experienced and 
most gifted of those who have wielded the editorial pen in our coun- 
try, and his retirement is a loss to our medical literature. We hope 
his life and energies may long be spared, to be devoted to the service 
of his profession in other and equally useful departments. 
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RESIGNATION OF PROFESSOR WARREN. 


Professor Warren has resigned the chair which he held for forty 
years in the medical department of Harvard University. In retiring 
he delivered an address to his students, extracts of which are given in 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. We make room for the 
following: 


‘A kind and cheerful spirit should form a part of the character of 
every physician, whether young or old. Those visited by disease de- 
sire a cheerful sympathy in the physician who attends them, because 
they are thus induced to believe that he takes such an interest in their 
welfare as will lead him to a careful investigation of their symptoms, 
and to a diligent application of the means which may remove them. 
They regard every movement and expression with the utmost watch. 
fulness, and their hopes rise or sink in a degree corresponding with 
these appearances. Many patients have lost their lives by a discour- 
aging prognostic, and many have revived by a cheerful assurance of 
recovery. 

“‘ The morals of a young physician are not less important than his 
manners. He who has at tis contre], through the unknown remedies 
he inay employ, the lives of his fellow men and the happiness of 
‘heir families, requires a sensitive conscience to conduct him through 
all the mysterious and dangerous paths of medical duty. This sem 
sitiveness is indispensable to the preservation of that interest which 
may languish under the pressure of professional fatigue. Doubt may 
_ sometimes obscure the course of his treatment, but whenever the indie 
cation is clear, no occupation, no apprehension should for a moment 
prevent its due execution.” 





PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION IN LOUISVILLE. 


Drs. Bayless, Buck and Colescott have just commenced the third 
annual course of lectures and examinations in which they have given 
so much satisfaction. We cannot too strongly recommend to students 
to come to this city and avail themselves of the advantages afforded 
by this association. 





FACTS FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 





BLOODY VESICLE OF THE VAGINA. 


By Joun A. Corren, M.D., of Greenwood, Mississippi. 


July 7th, 1837, Dr. Stokes and myself were called to see a servant 
girl of Mr. E. H. Stone, then of Madison county, Miss. The patient 
was aged about 23 years, decidedly above ordinary size, well propor- 
tioned, and of sound constitution. She was between seven and eight 
months advanced in pregnancy, and complained of an incessant itch- 
ing and burning sensation at the vulva, accompanied by general con- 
stitutional disturbance. Upon examination, we found situated within 
the vagina, about one inch from the sphincter, an exceedingly vascu- 
lar tumor, very elastic, of an oval form, and about one inch in dia- 
meter. The woman informed us that the growth had been very 
gradual, and the uneasiness proportioned to its size, the pain increasing 
with the growth of the tumor. To be more specific, the tumor had 


been about a month acquiring the size to which it had attained when 


we saw it. In appearance and consistency it resembled more than 
anything else a bloody vesicle filled to its greatest capacity. Think- 
ing as we did that the gravid uterus afforded the best rationale of the 
complaint, we took from the arm of the patient about twenty ounces 
of blood, ordered a saline cathartic, cold astringent washes to the 
parts, low diet and the recumbent posture. This plan of treatment 
was persisted in for about ten days, without checking in the least the 
progress of the disease. 

Having failed in this attempt to disperse the tumor, and no pulsa- 
tion being perceptible, it was proposed to evacuate the tumor by 
puncture, and accordingly Dr. Stokes made a small opening with a 
thumb lancet. A stream of dark venous blood, of fully the size and 
force of that in venesection from the arm, followed the operation. 
We suffered the blood to flow to the extent of about ten ounces, with- 
out the slightest diminution in the size of the tumor, the supply being 
fully equal to the loss. We began now to suspect that the tumor 
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was aneurismal in its nature. ll efforts to arrest the flow of blood 
by compression proved abortive. I finally proposed strangulation 
with the ligature, and, Dr. Stokes concurring in the suggestion, | im. 
mediately passed a curved needle, armed with a strong thread, below 
the base of the tumor, and divided the ligature so as to embrace the 
posterior half with one portion of the thread and the anterior with the 
other. The ligature was tightly drawn around the respective portions 
of the tumor, and the hemorrhage immediately ceased. 

On the fourth day the strangulated portion sloughed, and the patient 
appeared to be doing well for a few days; but in a little while the 
same itching, burning sensation which characterized the pain of 
the first tumor began to manifest itself still higher up the vaginal 
canal. Careful examination brought to view another tumor of the 
same appearance and about half the size of the first. After mueh 
difficulty, we succeeded in embracing with a double ligature the base 
of this tumor also, as we had practised in the first. In due time it 
sloughed, and all unpleasant symptoms subsided. At the full term, 
our patient gave birth to a well grown and healthy child. 

It is now more than nine years since the removal of the tumors, 
and though the woman has given birth to three or four children since, 
there has been no return of the disease. 

January 25, 1847. 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Through Messrs. Maxwell & Prescott, booksellers of this city, in 
addition to the books mentioned in another department of the Journal, 
we have received the following works: Wilson’s Anatomy, third edi- 
tion, Von Behr’s Hand-book of Human Anatomy, Philosophy in 
Sport made Science in Earnest, and a supplementary volume to the 
popular Encyclopedia Americana. 
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